











PHILADELPHIA 





~ 
ISSUED SEMI-MONTHLY BY 


AMERICAN DRUGGIST PUBLISHING CO. 


NEW YORK, 62-68 West Broapway. 
MEER NDONS 6060s 006 se sdshesawsasscsscdsces 860. Washington. St. 
A. R. ELLIOTT, President. 
CASWELL A: MAYO, PIG ses ccccsccsccswces . Editor. 
THOMAS J. KEENAN...............Associate Editor. 


ROMAINE PIERSON..........Manager Chicago Office. 


, YEARLY SusscripTion Rates, INCLUDING PosTAGE: 
United States, Mexico, Cuba, Porto Rico and the Philippines. $1.50 


SMES CEA 4a x ssnss wen sien ses vane aesses6sis Muisneine eeavgence 2.00 
Great Britain ..... Sekhuesenes SSA ee Win hen Terr 12s. 6d. 
SMEOUINEN aa 1s ss 0a opis xk sic wccs aia os diene eiele <iatd bs ow ates sewer <a 
oo ee swege swe peae caw eneseeeweseael nesses £46 
PRONE SUID. 10 <:5:050.604:06;0 errr Pe atiasicewessoceslnaea ae 


ADVERTISING RATES QUOTED ON APPLICATION. 





Tue American Druccist AND PHARMACEUTICAL Recorp is issued on 
the second and fourth Mondays of each month, Changes of advertise- 
ments should be received ten days in advance of the date of publication. 

Remittances should be made by New York exchange, post office or 
express money order or registered mail. If checks on local banks are 
used 10 cents should be added to cover cost of collection. The publishers 
are not responsible for money sent by unregistered mail, nor for any 
money paid except to duly authorized agents. All communications should 
be addressed and all remittances made payable to American Druggist 
Publishing Company, 62-68 West Broadway, New York. 








Entered at New York as Second Class Matter. 


TABLE OF CONTENTS 


EpIToRIALs: 


RI IN NR hwo Gora ie ccc vicl wae oialwlavesieaeoie etd ee ov 6S A10°6:6 219 
Revising the Pharmacopoeia... ....cccsccccccsvcccessvsscesens 219 
Descriptions in the Pharmacopceia ........+eeeeeeeeeeeeeeers 219 
DNAS REO PUEBLO. 5. c.5a'sa.<. 6 vis..6.0:s are 0s '5:0)0'0.0'6/616 0 ae ve 010 960-8 219 
BOOMOSGOY, <1it- INO osc. 0 ona wc8 so 08:0 Sn EE RE RE 220 
MPR REROOURCN OE MERMSIAOU 6 65.5.5 6.5.04 6:0;0.8:b.0)8 6 6:6)0.6: 050. )saiacea. 00 04-0 220 
The Government Turpentine Investigation............00+eee0+ 220 
SR, BOI. GE APURDEES. 90 NEOI s 5 6 05:46:59.4. 5:0 6 0:0 50.00's n4.4'0'00.040 8% 221 
ame Rew Premch Pharitacopeia. ...ois0cc.cisesccnscceseces 221 
OriciInaL COMMUNICATIONS: 
Fluidglycerates, by George M. Beringer.............0.e0000++223°224 


Papers READ AT THE BRITISH PHARMACEUTICAL CONFERENCE: 
Formic Acid and Some Formates, Seeds of Omphalea, Elec- 
EPGtTtee. (ACIMINECAUION. OF TOSUGR ois no. c:cc0s.vicdeevees eens 225 
Some Powdered Drugs, Free Salicylic Acid in Bismuth 
Salicylate, Charas of Indian Hemp, Notes on “ae a 


CG 8 NE 8 AR SR Se ee ee eres 226 
nee ee ee OPE LEE EE ECL ETE oe Eee 227 
ND ENED PECAN EROS MEROUNIAS = «5.50155 4.5 0 016. 010/019 0160 3 010 64 UDR Cas 228 


Valenta’s Test for Oils, Tasteless Liquid Extract of Cascara 
Sagrada, The Determination of Mercury in Unguentum 


SE OE Ore aoe eis ee ere re ere 229 
THe New REMEDIES OF 1907-1908: 
Report of the Committee on New Remedies.............++0005 230 


Notes, QUERIES AND ANSWERS: 

The Fermentation of Milk by Kefir, Hugo MHensche’s Infant 
Food, Druggists Are Not Obliged to Keep Open Store at 
Night, To Rid a House of Sand Fleas, Civil Service Exami- 
nations, Crystallized Hydroergotinine Sulphate, The Anti- 
septic Value of Lysoform, Calculation of Profit on One 
a UE SITERCIO OH «5 35 610,650 si0ls;0 64-55-03 8s's 8 06.0 ddd e'6/0 0h 0% 231 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR......... Oo PRO RE eee EET POET 232 
Boox Notices: 
Kremer’s Botany and Pharmacognosy, Drug Legislation in the 


United States ....... gsiSig-4: 81 sis's'Si6;5'61610,410' 6 6islo S506 Se Rr ne 233 
DEPARTMENT OF BUSINESS BUILDING 2.6.00 0ccccsccccsscocteeccecs 234 
WE NE, ORG NV IRED sos 6 0.010 0:0 6.0 0 5'64:6,018,0-650 0.4.6 46.4 65.04 bo Calas 235-241 


OprorRTUNITIES FOR Export TRADE: ; 
The Commercial Conditions in Chile 





4 * 243 
Der: Woh SOM, AEE ARUUIGQIO, 0s 6-4-0 0's 0 016 6:0:0:0.0 6.0.6 16 6 a:0-4'0-6 eo 244 
REVIEW OF THE WHOLESALE DRUG AND CHEMICAL MARKET..........245-246 


‘EDITORIAL COMMENT 


The decision rendered in the case of the elixir of 


Elixir of calisaya sold by Reid, Yeomans & Cubit, of this 


Calisaya city, by the Bureau of Internal Revenue to the 


effect that the sale of this elixir constituted a sale 
of intoxicating beverages caused a great deal of anxiety through- 
out the drug trade, it having been assumed that the decision ap- 


plied to the sale of all makes of elixir of calisaya. The bureau 
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has, however, issued a notice that the decision is not general in 
its application, but applied only to this particular make, and that 
hereafter the name of the particular make referred to will be 
published, so that there will be no misunderstanding, and that 
so far as this particular preparation is concerned decisions which 
are rendered will apply only to the make which is named in the 
decision, thus leaving still open the status of all other makes of 
elixir of calisaya. 


As the date for the meeting of the Con- 
Revising the vention for the Revision of the United 
Pharmacopoeia States Pharmacopceia approaches, inter- 
est grows in that event and in the meth- 
ods which should be pursued in the division of the work. It is 
significant of the increased importance of the work that the Na- 
tional Wholesale Druggists’ Association should take so active an 
interest as it does in the revision. At the last two annual meet- 
ings of this body resolutions were adopted to the effect that 


“Tt is the sense of this association that there should be added to 
the-Committee on Revision of the Pharmacopceia several chemists 
of large experience in manufacturing, and one or more druggists 
who are thoroughly familiar with the drug markets of the world.” 


This resolution asked for something which it is quite reason- 
able to grant. In fact, pharmacy will be decidedly the gainer by 
broadening as much as possible the character of the committee 
of revision. Being successful business men, the wholesale drug- 
gists do not propose to content themselves with the mere adop- 
tion of resolutions; they design to put their ideas into practice by 
taking an active part in the election of delegates to the ‘conven- 
tion, so as to make certain there is in that body sufficient available 
material of the proper kind to ftirnish members whose qualifica- 
tions may be equal to those described in the resolutions. We com- 
mend the plan of the jobbers in the hope that the retail drug 
trade will be equally alive to the importance of sending from 
their several organizations delegates to the convention who will 
represent the best sentiment and the highest attainment in 


pharmacy. 


In connection with the matter of 


Descriptions in the revision of the Pharmacopceia it 


Pharmacopoeia would seem that there is need for 
the insertion in that work of de- 


scriptions of the finished product, particularly where such de- 
scription may be a guide to the efficacy of the preparation. 
Prof. George C. Diekman in referring to this subject recently said 
that he had found four samples of oleate of mercury, all obtained 
from reliable sources, no two of which were alike in appearance. 
In the absence of any official description of the appearance of 
the product any one of the four samples might be assumed to be 
the pharmacopeeial preparation so long as_ it contained the 


requisite amount of mercury. The physician receiving such speci- 
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mens and noting the wide variation in their consistence and gen- 
eral appearance may well be pardoned for having doubt regarding 
the reliability of the statements which are being made in the 
propaganda on behalf of the preparations of the United States 
Pharmacopeeia. 


The local association of retail druggists 
impure Bottled made a protest last year against the 


Waters methods pursued in marketing the water 


from the Poland Mineral Springs, which 
was sold on such a basis as to leave almost no profit for the 
retailer. A question has arisen in regard to this matter of bot- 
tled mineral waters which druggists should carefully consider and 
before making any arrangements to handle any bottled waters. 
It appears that the Department of Agriculture has begun a cru- 
sade against impure bottled waters, the first seizure having been 
made on October 2, when three hundred cases of a well known 
spring water, which is sold in large quantities all over the coun- 
try, were seized. The authorities charged that this water con- 
tains the colon bacillus and that in all probability the infection 
We are 


informed that the bottling plant in Washington has been closed 


was due to the presence of fecal matter in the water. 


temporarily, the Philadelphia branch supplying the needs of 
Washington. It will thus be seen that the druggist who handles 
bottled spring waters is undertaking a grave responsibility. He 
should take pains to ascertain whether or not the water which he 
handles is free from any objectionable ingredients or contamina- 
tion. It is quite probable that the Department of Agriculture 
will also require greater accuracy in the laleling of such waters, 


many of them being labeled in a most misleading manner. 





In a circular bearing the union label and 


the line “Compliments of the Author,” 


Pharmacy in 
Ohio 


there is being distributed a paper on the 

‘Harmful Effects of our Pharmacy Laws” 
by William F. Kammerer (sic), Ph.G., Columbus, Ohio, which 
it is stated was read at the fifty-sixth annual meeting of the 
American Pharmaceutical Association at Hot Springs, Ark., Sep- 
tember, 1908. The contention of the author is that pharmacy 
laws instead of benefiting the retail druggist have done him 
“an infinite amount of harm.” Owing to some kind of an agree- 
ment which he believes has been arrived at by the members of 
boards of pharmacy and the proprietors of drug stores, that part 
of the pharmacy law which was intended to prevent a drug store 
from being left in charge of an unqualified person during the 
absence of the responsible head is not enforced. The status 
of the retail druggist was never so low as at present, according 
to this pessimistic critic, owirg to the poor character of board 
of pharmacy examinations and the alleged permitted violations 
of the pharmacy law. If, as is charged by this writer, that reg- 
istered pharmacists in Ohio are so ignorant of toxicology as to 
ask if they are required to register sales of saltpetre “the same as 


” 


we do other poisons,” and are ignorant of the dose of strychnine 
and the difference between the alkaloid and the salt, it is a 
serious reflection on the Ohio Board of Pharmacy which we have 
no doubt will be taken care of by that board. It is inconceiv- 
able to us that any person who had passed a board examination 
and satisfied the examiners as to the extent of his practical 
experience would make the egregious blunders that are credited 


to the registered clerks who are pilloried by Mr. “Kammerer.” 
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Elsewhere in this issue we publish a 
The Province of special report of the scientific sessions 
Pharmacy of the British Pharmaceutical Confer- 
ence held at Aberdeen during the week 
ending September 19. One thing that stood out prominently 
during the meeting was the keen interest taken in the scientific 
work of the conference by retail druggists actually engaged in 
business. The president of the conférence, himself a retail drug- 
gist in a coinparatively small but an ancient town in the mid- 
lands of England, has done some really notable work in pharma- 
ceutical chemistry,.-being the author of a very large number of 
papers dealing with numerous problems connected with assay 
work and the examination of galenical preparations. His con- 
tributions to the literature of scientific and technical pharmacy 
are probably greater in number since the appearance of his first 
paper on the Examination of Commercial Specimens of Hydro- 
bromic Acid, some twenty-seven years ago, than those of any 
other individual British pharmacist. In collaboration with E. H. 
Farr he has investigated a great many subjects especially related 
to every day pharmacy, but his most important work has had to 
do with researches in the standardization of alkaloids and proc- 
esses Of alkaloidal determination. It is refreshing to find a 
busy retail pharmacist who is at the same time a student of 
pharmacy on the higher plane, as has been aptly observed of Mr. 
Wright by a London contemporary. Mr. Wright’s conception of 
the province of pharmacy, as elaborated in his presidential ad- 
dress this year, is worthy of comment. The particular sphere 
or province of pharmacy includes within its range, according to 
the views of Mr. Wright, the provision and supply to the public 
of everything capable of employment for the relief or cure of 
any ailment or disease to which human beings are subject, as 
well as the collection, botanical, chemical and physical investi- 
gation of drugs, their galenical preparations and distribution to 
the public, and the production and distribution of chemicals. 
Anent such a statement we have only to remark that while this 
may have been true at one period in pharmaceutical history, now- 
adays the term pharmacy connotes much more; anything from 
“fiddle strings to Fucus vesiculosus” being required by the public 
from the pharmacist. We agree with Mr. Wright it is regrettable 
that a body of men so highly and systematically trained and 
educated 4s pharmacists should find it necessary to step outside 
the legitimate sphere of their calling to obtain a livelihood. We 
believe with him that pharmacists should control the supply of 
everything required by the public for the relief or cure of dis- 
ease, and the strongest kind of effort should be made to bring 
this about. In this country the most harmful kind of compe- 
tition is made by the department stores. In England pharmacists 
have to face keen trade competition from co-operative associa 
tions of various kinds, and there, as here, net profits have shrunk 


almost to the vanishing point. 


THE GOVERNMENT TURPENTINE INVESTIGATION. 

A* important piece of new work has been forced upon the 
attention of the Bureau of Chemistry of the U. S. Depart 

ment of Agriculture by the charges which have just been made that 
the turpentine crop of the United States is adulterated through 
the addition of not less than 25,000 barrels of kerosene or gaso- 
line annuaily. It has been urged upon the Department of Agri 
culture through briefs filed with the department during the past 
week that action be taken to ascertain the exact status in tlie 
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turpentine industry and to correct any bad practices there prevail- 
ing. As it happens, the Bureau of Chemistry has been at work 
on this matter for some time and has already collected a great 
number of samples of turpentine for analysis. A report will not 
be likely in the near future, but may be presented to Secretary 
Wilson within a few weeks. Thus far, there is considerable 
doubt at the Bureau as to whether the adulteration, such as there 
is, occurs in the centres of production and distribution, or whether 
it occurs on the northern market and before the goods are sold 
to the consumer. The jurisdiction of the Department under the 
Food and Drugs act is decidedly limited in this matter, since it 
Such 


products must, however, be branded as intended for technical use, 


has no control over products intended for technical use. 


thus distinguishing them from those portions of a given drug or 
product that are for drug use. Over the latter (they being men- 
tioned in the Pharmacopeia) the Department has full control 
under the Food and Drugs act for the purpose of preventing 
adulteration. Turpentine would thus be entirely subject to in- 
vestigation and regulation in so far as sold or used for medicinal 
purposes. Opinion here is that the actual situation as to adultera- 
tion is not as bad as is represented at the Southern producing 


centres. 


THE ELECTION OF OFFICERS BY MAIL. 

OR two years past the members of the American Pharma- 
ceutical Association have had under discussion plans looking 
toward the reorganization of the Association, with a view to 
placing the conduct of its business affairs in the hands of a dele- 
gate body in much the same way as is done in the American 
Medical 
sion of the business affairs of the Association in general sessions 


Association. The complaint is made that the discus- 
so lengthens the time required for the holding of an annual 
meeting as to impose a hardship on those who attend the meet- 
ings for the purpose of participating in the discussion of scientific, 
legislative or trade matters, but who are not sufficiently interested 
in the routine work of the organization to make them feel 


warranted in spending so much time at a meeting. 


HERE is much to be said both for and against the proposed 
change. The opponents of the change hold that the danger 

of permitting the affairs of the Association to fall into the hands 
of a small coterie who will perpetuate their own management 
is that the great majority of pharmacists may be alienated from 
Charges have been brought that this course 
On the 


other hand. the supporters of the plan point out that the Ameri- 


the organization. 
has been pursued in the American Medical Association. 


can Medical Association, under the present form of organization, 
has grown in numbers, in wealth and in prosperity to a degree 
unprecedented in the history of medicine, and it is argued that 
similar results might be achieved by following similar methods 


in pharmacy. 


HE essential difference between the two callings seems to us 

to preclude the probability of any organization of pharmacy 
attaining the success of the American Medical Association. 
Membership in the county medical society is looked upon by 
many as being a necessary passport to good professional stand- 
ing on the part of a physician. This view, which has even come 
to be held by the general public, is a powerful factor in securing 


the adherence of the physician to his local medical organization, 
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which is the first step to membership in the national body. In 
pharmacy, on the other hand, activity in local organization is 
positively detrimental in the public eye, as the buying public 1s. 
apt to look upon an association of pharmacists as an organiza- 
tion primarily designed to secure higher prices for the goods 
sold. This view is cultivated by aggressive cutters in their 
advertising, and, whether true or false, the idea is sufficiently 
widespread to make activity in a local association a possible 
means of commercial detriment to the druggist. This essential 
difference in the effect of membership in local organizations on 
the individual interests of the members will, we think, prove of 
sufficient importance to prevent any such general membership 


in associated pharmacy as is found in medicine. 


E ge first step in the proposed change in the American Phar- 
maceutical Association has been taken by providing for the 
election of all but three officers by a mail ballot. The list of 
nominees for office is published in another column, and copies 
of this list have been mailed to every member of the Associa- 
tion, with the request that he strike out all save the names of 
those for whom he wishes to vote. It is wisely provided that 
the nominating committee shall propose three nominees for eac!r 
office to be filled; for, to submit a single nominee, as is done 
by some nominating committees in some organizations, would 
be open to serious criticism, as the nomination would be prac- 
tically equivalent to election and the perpetuity of a particular 
clique or coterie thus made possible. Indeed, no precaution can 
be taken which will absolutely prevent this possibility, but the 


plan of multiple nomination goes far in this direction 


HE members are invited 10 express their opinion as to the 
desirability of continuing the election of officers by mail, 

and we trust that all will act promptly in sending such an expres- 
sion, for upon the result of this expression the final decision of 


the matter will rest. 


THE NEW FRENCH PHARMACOPOFIA. 

N our Paris letter published in the preceding number mention 
was made of the principal features of the new French Phar- 
macopeeia. A copy of the volume has since come to hand, and 
the first rough impression a person gets of the book is that me 
chanically it is a very inferior production, the binding, paper 
and press work being anything but creditable to the French 
Government, under the imprimatur of which the book is issued. 
But when we come to study’ its contents we are impressed more 
favorably. To a very modern pharmacist there will be revealed 
a large number of pharmaceutical preparations with which he 
may not be quite familiar. In fact, many of the official prepara- 
tions will recall forcibly the olden days when cordials and blood 
letting played an important role in the art of healing. But the 


book has a fine pharmaceutical flavor. First among the antiqui- 


ties are the “alcoolats” obtained by distilling a mixture of plants 


with alcohol. Here many of the traditional preparations that 
look back upon an existence of centuries find an official resting 
place. Alcoolat de Fioravanti, with its fifteen ingredients, alcoolat 
de Garus, with a modest seven, and the alcoolat vulnéraire that 
boasts of no less than nineteen ingredients, are apparently still 
used in la belle France. There is a distinction between the al- 
coolats and the alcoolatures, the latter being prepared by macer- 


ating fresh plants with alcohol. Thus we have an alcoolat vul- 
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néraire and an alcoolature vulnéraire, each containing nineteen 
ingredients. 


N these days of advanced science, when every new pharmaco- 
peia is the poorer by the loss of some well known vegetable 
drug or old formula which has had to give way before the all 
conquering march of the chemist with his substitute of an alka- 
loid, a synthetic or some simple solution, the older fellows 
among us will rise from a study of the new French Codex with 
something like a sense of relief, for the volume contains much 
of the old time art of pharmacy, when the work was more of 
a craft than an art, and fewer claims were made for its recog- 


nition as a profession. 


of French confréres. The analytical 


B* this we do not mean to say that science is neglected in 
the our 


new work 
methods have been brought quite thoroughly up to date, though 
there is no process given for determining the proportion of alka- 
loids present in belladonna, colchicum and hyoscyamus. In some 
instances the analytical data represent the very latest work in 
chemistry. The paragraphs on the volatile oils, called “essences” 
in French, contain not only methods for determining the propor- 
tion of active substances present, but also particulars regarding 
the polariscopic estimation of certain of the oils, including berga- 


mot, cinnamon, cloves, lavender, santal and thyme. 


HE language of the Codex is by no means that curt, peremp- 
tory style common to most works of an official character; 

on the contrary, it often waxes verbose on some points and in 
others displays a certain Jack of clear definition. As an example, 
the article on acetic acid takes up three pages, one page being 
devoted to tables of specific gravities. The acid required by the 
Codex is 100 percent., a special test being given to determine the 
presence or absence of water, and the specific gravity is stated 
as 1.0553 at 15 degrees C. The rise and fall of mixtures of acid 


with water are very fully explained, so that the descriptions 
assume the character of those contained in a hand book, rather 
than an official definition. Jaborandi is, however, an example 


of the contrary kind. The leaves of Pilocarpus Jaborandi and 


P. pennatifolius are described, but we are told that “the kind 
to be preferred in pharmacy is the former, owing to the propor- 
tion of alkaloids it contains.” Under “Séné’ the statement is 
made that senna is furnished by several species of Cassia, but 


“the Indian senna should be given the preference.” 


a ING the odd items of the Codex are poultices, one being 
prepared with linseed and the other with potato starch. 
There are “collutoria” for application to the gums and “collyria” 
for the treatment of the eyes. Electuarium diascordium, with its 
sixteen ingredients, ranging from leaves of scordium to Malaga 
wine, is still retained and an elixir dentifrice is included. An 
official mouthwash is interesting. It calls for a composition of 
the following ingredients: Oil of cinnamon, 1; oil of star anise, 
2; oil of cloves, 2; oil of peppermint, 8; tincture of benzoin, 
8; tincture of cochineal, 20; tincture of guaiac, 8; tincture of 
pellitory, 8; alcohol, 80 percent., 1,000. Mix, and, after standing 


twenty-four hours, filter. 


ty oe formulas for mixtures of flowers and leaves are given, 

these constituting the bases for many popular remedies; 
one, the Thé de Saint Germain, which contains a small amount 
Eleven 


of cream of tartar, is a well known household laxative. 
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fluidextracts have been added. These are prepared by percola- 
tion, called lixiviation in French. The fluidextracts are of buck- 
thorn, cascara sagrada, coca, kola, condurango, ergot (with an 
addition of 1.5 Gm. of salicylic acid to 1,000 Gm.), grindelia, 


hamamelis, hydrastis, sarsaparilla and viburnum. 


THER formulas deal with fumigations, gargles, medicated 
gatizes, enemas, lemonades, pastes, potions, solutions, tab- 

lets (1 Gm. in weight), and syrups, of which there are fifty-one, this 
being a favorite form of medicine in France. Several pages are 
devoted to minute instructions for the powdering of various 
chemicals and drugs. Powders containing 1 percent. of a few 
powerful alkaloids, such as aconitine, aconitine nitrate, and stro- 
phanthin prepared with sugar of milk and colored red with car- 
min are new features of the Codex. Granules weighing 3 to 5 
centigrammes and containing one-tenth to one milligramme of 
some potent drug, are also included. Pédiluve sinapisé sounds 
rather awe-inspiring, but it is nothing more than an injunction 
to add 150 grammes of mustard powder to a sufficient amount of 


water heated to 104 degrees F. to form a mustard foot bath. 


TERILIZED catgut, cantharidine and potassium cantharidi- 
nate may be mentioned, besides an exhaustive list indicat- 

ing how !fong each plant or its parts should be infused or macer- 
ated with water to produce the “tisanes” which are intended to 
serve as beverages for the sick. Many well known patented 
compounds figure in the Codex under their chemical designations. 


T the close of the work is a chapter devoted to an account 
of methods for producing extracts of animal organs and 
various serum preparations such as antipest, antistreptococcic, 
antitetanus and antivenom serums, besides diphtheria antitoxin. 
Solid tuberculin and two antipest vaccines that follow give the 
Codex a right to claim a position among the up-to-date manu- 
als of pharmacy. 
HE last fifty-three pages preceding the index contain a col- 
lection of the French laws pertaining to pharmacy. They 
furnish an interesting commentary on the political changes that 
France has undergone during the past 131 years. The first enact- 
ment is a declaration of the King (Louis XVI), dated April 25, 


which forbids grocers and others to make, sell or prepare 


1777, 
any kind of preparation intended to enter the human body in 
the form of medicine. This-law would seem to many to be a 
necessity in our own times if the grumble:s at illegal competition 
do not overshoot the mark, The latest law is a decree of the pres 
ent President of the French Republic, dated June 25, 1908, pro 
viding for the periodic inspection of pharmacies, drug stores, 
barber shops, mineral water depots, groceries and all places 


where medicinal or hygienic products are manufactured. 


HE new Codex makes a vodume of 1,023 pages, inclusive of 

preface and index. It is bound in dark green cloth, im 
pressed with the official seal of the Ministry of Public Instruc 
tion. On one of the introductory leaves is printed the signed 
decree of the President of the French Republic enforcing th 
work from September 15, 1908. As may be inferred, the Codex 
includes practically all information bearing upon pharmacy, not 
even omitting the laws pertaining to the practice of the profes- 
sion. Following the custom of the country, the text is wholls 
in French, and in the titles the name of the chemical base is 
usually given first, followed by the qualifying term in parenthesis 


e. g.: Citrique (acide). Potassium (carbonate neutre de). 
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FLUIDGLYCERATES.' 


By Georce M. Berincer, A. M., Pu. M., 
Camden, N. J. 

In a paper presented to the New Jersey Pharmaceutical Asso- 
ciation at the meeting of last year, the author proposed a new 
class of liquid galenicals to be known as “Fluidglycerates.”* As 
proposed, these are to be of a uniform drug strength, the same 
as the official fluidextracts, 1 Cc. of the preparation representing 
1 Gm. of the drug. The title “fluidglycerate” was selected as a 
distinguishing term to designate this class and as being so dis- 
tinctive that it would prevent confusion with the heterogeneous 
glyceroles, glycerins and glycerites already introduced, and some 
of which are official under these titles in the various 
pharmacopeeias. 

The peculiar solvent and sweetening properties of glycerin 
were early recognized, and numerous attempts have been made 
to utilize these in pharmaceutical preparations, usually in combi- 
nation with alcoholic liquids. Its extensive use in tinctures and 
fluidextracts has been criticised as an abuse. It is but an indif- 
ferent solvent for resins, fats and fixed oils, and, in fact, for 
most substances requiring alcohol as a perfect solvent, and con- 
sequently is of but little use as a solvent where such constituents 
represent the activity of the drug, and its use, even with alcohol 
in such preparations, is contraindicated. But in many drugs these 
constituents are not valuable, and with the associated inert extrac- 
tives are a source of annoyance from the continuous forming of 
precipitates. 

In my experiments with fluidglycerates, the endeavor has been 
to confine these to preparations of drugs where the constituents 
requiring alcohol as a solvent do not represent the value of the 
drug and when present and not essential to leave these undesirable 
constituents in the mare. On the other hand, glycerin is a good 
solvent for many of the sweet, bitter, astringent and essential 
flavoring constituents of drugs, and possesses a marked solvent 
action on many of the alkaloids, glucosides and neutral principles. 

Preliminary experiments to determine the amount of glycerin 
necessary to preserve glycerin-water liquid extracts of drugs 
showed that if glycerin was present in the finished preparation 
in a proportion of not less than one-third of the volume, the 
preparations were fairly stable. If only one-fourth or less was 
present, decomposition invariably took place sooner or later, but 
if one-half was used, the preparations were permanent, and in 
the fluidglycerates as experimented upon and described in this 
paper it has been aimed to have approximately 50 percent. by 
volume introduced in the products. 

In the paper referred to, a formula for fluidglycerate of kra- 
meria was published as a type formula and of a preparation that 
clinical experiments had already demonstrated to be a useful 
form for the exhibition of this drug, especially in catarrhal affec- 
tions of the rectum. Subsequent extended practical use by a 
number of physicians has fully proved that it is a satisfactory 
preparation and remedy. 

When presenting this paper before the New Jersey Pharma- 
ceutical Association, I announced that I should continue the study 
of the subject. and intended to extend the experiments to include 
all the drugs probably suitable for such extraction. 


Some of the Difficulties Encountered. 


In the more extended work a number of practical problems 
presented themselves and had to be overcome. The process of 
percolation was adopted wherever practicable in the extraction 
of the drugs, but it was found that percolation with a glycerin- 
water menstruum was somewhat more difficult than ordinary 
percolation with hydro-alcoholic liquids. The tendency to pack, 
clog and block the percolator is pronounced, and each drug has 
to be studied to determine the best method of procedure to over- 
come this trouble. 


"Read at_ the Hot Springs Meeting of the American Pharmaceutical 
Association, September 7-12, 1908. 


2Proceedings of the New Jersey Pharmaceutical Association, 1907—s6. 
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Precautions in Preparing for Percolation. 

As a rule the drug should be ground very much coarser than 
ordered by the Pharmacopceia for the making of tinctures and 
fluidextracts. The penetrating property of glycerin is so marked 
that usually a No. 20 powder is sufficiently fine to yield good 
results. With fine powders an inert substance must be admixed, 
and here again a selection is required; for guarana, coarse, sharp 
sand was satisfactory, and for gambir, pumice stone, not too 
fine, was needed. Thorough and even moistening of the drug is 
essential, and the packing in the percolator must be even, but it 
must not be firmly or tightly packed, the rapidity of percolation 
being best controlled by means of a compressor on the exit tube. 

A few drugs are not amenable to percolation with a mixture 
of glycerin and water, senna leaves being a notable example, and 
for such either maceration with the menstruum and expression 
should be adopted, or an aqueous infusion may be prepared and 
concentrated, and the glycerin added to this. 


To Prevent Decomposition in the Percolator. 


Another problem that presented itself was the tendency of 
the drug in the percolator to undergo fermentation and even 
putrefaction before the final extraction with water was completed. 
In warm weather this tendency is very evident. It was found 
that by using chloroform water instead of distilled water in forc- 
ing out the balance of the first menstruum and in finishing the 
extraction, this was effectually overcome. The chloroform is 
entirely dissipated in the evaporation on the water bath. 

In my original paper I recommended that the first 60 parts 
of the percolate be set aside as a reserve. Subsequent experience 
demonstrated that this was not always practicable, as the remain- 
ing portion of the percolate frequently contains so much matter in 
solution that it is not advisable to concentrate it to 40 parts, and 
consequently I have adopted 50 parts for reserve. The remainder 
of the percolate “is concentrated to 60 parts, the reserve added 
and the product concentrated to 100 Cc. for each 100 Gm. of 
drug used. 


The Type Process. 


The following has been adopted as a general formula or type, 
and is referred to in this paper as the “type process,” so as to 
avoid useless repetition. It is stated in terms for 100 Cc. of fin- 
ished product, the quantity being that used in each of the numer- 
ous experiments tried: 


Take of the drug in coarse powder 

Glycerin ’ 

Distilled water 

Chloroform water, a_ sufficient 
of finished product 


.-100 Gms. 
« $0 G2: 


to make 
100 Ce. 


quantity 


Mix the glycerin and distifMed water and moisten the drug 
thoroughly with sufficient of the mixture, and then pack it very 
lightly in a cylindrical percolator and saturate thoroughly with 
menstruum, cork up and cover the percolator, and allow to macerate 
for two days, then continue to percolate till the drug is exhausted, 
using first the remainder of the menstruum’ and then chloroform 
water. Reserve the first 50 Cc. of percolate and set this aside. 
Evaporate the remaining percolate on a water bath, the weaker 
portion first, then the stronger, till reduced to 60 Cc., and then 
add the reserve and continue the evaporation till the product 
measures 100 Cc. If evaporation has been carried too far, make 
up to 100 Cc. with distilled water. Set the product aside for sev- 
eral days to settle, decant the clear supernatant layer, and strain 
the remainder through muslin. 


Various Acids Used According to the Character of the Alkalotd. 


For some of the alkaloidal drugs the addition of an acid to 
the menstruum to insure extraction was deemed essential, and 
in these the same acid was not used throughout, but a selection 
was made that in each case appeared to be the most appropriate 
to insure extraction with the least amount of decomposition of 
the alkaloids. Jn the selection of the acids, the writer has quite 
likely erred in judgment at times. In a few other drugs, such 
as glycyrrhiza and senega, the addition of an alkali was deemed 
necessary, and these additions are all detailed in the formulas. 
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Unless otherwise specified, the acid or alkali directed was added 
to the portion of the glycerin-water menstruum used to moisten 
the drug. 

In the July issue of Merck’s Report,’ 
an article from the Chemist and Druggist,* 
before, entitled Glycetracta or Glycetracts, by W. 


Mr. Martindale’s Work. 


Martindale, Ph.D. That gentleman admits that he has “adopted” 
my suggestion, and refers to the initiatory paper before the New 
Jersey Pharmaceutical Association “on a method of preparing 
‘fluidglycerates,’ representing the fluidextracta of the U. S. P.; 
notably, the fluidglycerate of krameria being described.” He 
further says, “I have elaborated and extended the idea to other 
drugs.” His entrance into this promising field of experimentation 
is welcomed, and his results in many points confirm my own. 
It is to be regretted, however, that he should ignore the writer’s 
suggestion for the title for this distinct class of preparations and 
add further confusion by suggesting another coined modification. 


appeared the reprint of 
which I had not seen 
Harrison 


Advantages of Fluidglycerates. 

The fluidglycerates as a class possess many advantages that 
should appeal to physicians and also to the rétail druggists. To 
the former they fill a want for a concentrated infusion, and many 
of the drugs should be administered in that form. The simple 
dilution of the fluidglycerate with cold or hot water, as may 
be desired, will supply a satisfactory substitute for infusion of 
such drugs as apocynum, chimaphila, eupatorium, pareiria, pilo- 
carpus, rhus glabra, scoparius, spigelia, triticum and ura ursi, all 
of which are preferably administered in that form, and all of 
which yield good fluidglycerates. 

Again, alcohol is frequently contraindicated therapeutically. 
The alcohol content has been considered detrimental to the action 
of the tinctures and fluidextracts of such drugs as cimicifuga, 
cypripedium, sumbul, valerian, veratrum and viburnum, and it 
its noticeable that these all likewise yield to glycerin their active 
constituents. With patients predisposed to the alcohol habit, the 
use of alcoholic medicines should be avoided, and here, again, it 
is noteworthy that glycerin extracts the aromatic principles and 
the bitter tonics, and that fluidglycerates of such drugs as mar- 
rubum, salvia, matricaria, gentian and chirata all appear to be 
satisfactory preparations, thus enabling the practitioner to admin- 
ister aromatics and ‘bitter tonics without the use of alcohol. This 
fact alone should direct medical attention to this class of prep- 
ations. Their miscibility as a class with syrup and water also aids 
in the elimination of alcohol. 

The fluidglycerates should appeal to retail druggists as a 
class, as they can be readily and economically prepared without 
calling on the manufacturer. They can be prepared even more 
easily on a small scale than on a large one. Again, we must 
look forward to the time in the near future when the druggists 
will be compelled to compound remedies of potent drugs only 
with preparations made within recent and specified time. With 
glycerin replacing alcohol, the fluidglycerates would be an eco- 
nomical means for each pharmacist preparing his own remedies 
and guaranteeing them and renewing stock frequently. «~~ 


Formulas Need Further Work. 


I do not consider that my experiments covering nearly one 
hundred drugs have in all cases been conclusive, and in the 
detailed formulas the shortcomings of a number of these are 
pointed out. I frankly admit that numerous experiments are 
necessary to prove the stability of each one of these fluidglycer- 
ates, and also that physiological and chemical tests should be 
applied to determine the value of many of them. I hope that 
some one will undertake to prove by clinical experiments and 
physiological tests the value of such fluidglycerates as digitalis, 
ergot, gelsemium, lobelia, pomegranate and veratrum. The work 
so far done on the subject is only preliminary, but it appears to 
be a very promising field for practical pharmaceutical experimen- 


*Merck’s Report, July, “eee 79 


*Chemist and Druggist, March, 1908—488. 
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tation. In each of the formulas given 100 Gm. of the drug in 
No. 20 powder should be used, unless otherwise specified. 
FLUIDGLYCERATE OF ACONITE. 
Aconite root, in No. 20 powder 
Tartaric acid 
Dissolve the tartaric acid in 60 Cc. of the glycerin-water menstruum 
and moisten the drug with the solution and then proceed to percolate 
and finish according to the type process as given above. 
It has 


Very little sediment has formed in this preparation. 
remained entirely clear above this, and the smallest amount gives 
the characteristic acrid taste and tingling sensation of aconite. 
It forms a clear mixture with water, syrup and diluted alcohol, 
but becomes cloudy on adding alcohol. The sample assayed 0.435 
of alkaloid in 100 Cc. The powdered dry marc is nearly free 
from acridity, and the aconite was practically exhausted. 

FLUIDGLYCERATE OF ANTHEMIS. 

Follow the type process, using 120 Cc. of the glycerin-water 
menstruum to moisten the drug, which should be in No. 20 
owder. 

The resulting preparation contains the bitterness of the drug 
and considerable of the aroma. It has formed a semi-gelatinous 
precipitate distributed throughout the liquid, and while miscible 
with but slight turbidity with water, syrup, diluted alcohol and 
alcohol, I do not consider it entirely satisfactory. 

FLUIDGLYCERATE OF APOCYNUM. 

Follow the type process, using 80 Cc. of the glycerin-water 
menstruum to moisten the drug. 

The resulting preparation has yielded only the faintest sedi- 
ment, is a clear red brown syrupy liquid, is bitter, and has the 
characteristic taste of the drug. It forms a clear mixture with 
water, syrup and diluted alcohol, and a cloudy one with alcohol. 
It appears to fully represent the drug, and I believe it to be an 
excellent form for securing its therapeutic effect. 

FLUIDGLYCERATE OF ASCLEPIAS, 

Proceed according to the type process, using 80 Cc. of the 
glycerin-water menstruum to moisten the drug. 

This preparation precipitated slightly before straining. It is 
now clear, and appears to be a good preparation of the drug. 
It mixes with water, syrup and diluted alcohol, but becomes 
turbid on adding alcohol. 

FLUIDGLYCERATE OF BELLADONNA LEAVES. 


Belladonna leaves ir No. 40 powder 
Tartaric acid 
Dissolve the tartaric acid in 80 Cc. of the gl 
and use this solution to moisten the drug an 
and finish according to the type process. 


On standing the deposit formed at the bottom of the con- 
tainer was about one-tenth of the volume, but after decanting and 
filtering, the preparation remained clear. From physical appear- 
ances it seems to represent the drug. It mixes perfectly with 
water and ‘diluted alcohol, is not quite clear when mixed with 
syrup, and alcohol produces a cloudiness in it. Assayed according 
to the U. S. P. process for assaying fluidextract of belladonna, 100 
Ce. yielded 9.27542 Gm. alkaloids. 

FLUIDGLYCERATE OF BELLADONNA ROOT. 


Belladonna root in No. 20 powder 
Tartaric acid 
Dissolve the tartaric acid in 60 Cc. of the glycerin-water menstruum 
and moisten the drug with this solution, percolate and finish in accord- 
ance with the type process. 


On standing, this preparation deposited some starch-like sedi- 
ment, but the decanted and filtered portion has since ‘remained 
clear. It mixes with water, syrup and diluted alcohol, but is 
turbid when mixed with alcohol. It assayed 0.37884 Gm. alkaloid 
to 100 Cc. 


cerin-water menstruum 
proceed to percolate 


FLUIDGLYCERATE OF BERBERIS. 

Follow the type process, using 60 Cc. of the glycerin-water 
menstruum to moisten the drug. 

The resulting preparation is clear, greenish brown in color, 
and mixes with water, syrup and diluted alcohol, and becomes 
only slightly cloudy with alcohol. It appears to be an entirely 
satisfactory preparation. 

FLUIDGLYCERATE OF CALUMBA. 

Follow the type process, using 60 Cc. of the glycerin-water 
menstruum to moisten the drug. 

“ (To be continued.) 
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PAPERS READ AT THE BRITISH PHARMACEUTICAL 
CONFERENCE.! 





A Note on Formic Acid and Some Formates, 
By Georce LUNAN, 

George Lunan, F. C. S., chairman of the Scottish branch 
of the Pharmaceutical Society, read a clever paper. In his 
“note,” which showed evidence of considerable work, Mr. Lunan 
discussed the comparative purity and mode of exhibition of the 
formates. Formic, aminic, or carboxylic acid (H.COOH) is usu- 
ally, he said, sent out labeled “Acidum Formicum.” This con- 
tains 25 percent. of acid. sp. gr. 1.06, and a 10 minim dose repre- 
sents practically 21%4 grains of H.COOH. The acid can readily 
be procured 100 percent., 90 percent. and down to 25 percent., the 
last mentioned being used where there is fair requirement for 
manufacturing and dispensing purposes. In the next higher 
homologous acid—acetic acid—the three strengths—glacial, acetic 
and dilute acetic—are known, and Mr. Lunan suggested that 
three standards might likewise be adopted with formic acid, even 
if not official. The total volume of a 25 percent. solution (which 
is meant when acidum formicum or acidum formicum dilutum 
is prescribed) can be readily ascertained by dividing the higher 
decimal of the sp. gr. 1.197 by the lower 1.06 required, taking 
one fluid part of the 1.197 and making up with distilled water 
to the dividend in fluid parts, as there is neither expansion nor 
contraction. 

His notes on the salts of the acid included: 


Salts of the Acid. 


Calcium formate, Ca2(COOH):2.—Small glistening crystals, 
almost anhydrous. Maximum dose should be 5 grains. 

Lithium formate, LiCOOH + H:0.—Sample made by 
author slightly hydroscopic. Dose, I to 5 grains. Best adminis- 
tered in effervescent granules prepared at 75° to 85° C. 

Potassium formate, KCOOH.—More deliquescent than 
sodium salt, and difficult to crystallize and dry. Dose of the 
salt not definitely ascertained but should not exceed Io grains. 
Should be carefully tested for impurities. ; 

Sodium formate NaCOOH + H.O0.—Deliquescent, but 
found reasonably pure. Dose,should not be more than 10 
grains; more produces irritating effects. 

Strychnine formate, CuH»N:O2. H.COOH. + 2H:0.— 
Found commercially in an anhydrous condition, owing to ten- 
dency to effervesce. The anhydrous salt with a definite per- 
centage of strychnine is preferred. Rendered anhydrous 
without decomposition by heating to not more than go° C.; 
thereafter stable. If given hypodermically it is well to ad- 
vise prescriber that 1/50 grain contains 1/500 grain of the 
formic radicle and may be formically of little value. 

Mr. Lunan recommended a combination of the calcium, so- 
dium and strychnine salts in an aromatic glycerin menstruum as 
therapeutically the best and the most stable. It does not dis- 
agree with the patient provided that not more than 3 to 5 grains 
of the formic radicle is given. 

In the discussion which followed Horace Finnemore pointed 
out that the formula for potassium formate is H.COOK, not 
K.COOH, to which Mr. Lunan agreed. In reply to Thomas 
Stephenson and Frank H. Alcock, Mr. Lunan said that formates 
might possibly contain oxalic acid, due to the process of manu- 
facture, and that the titration of the pure acid (leaving no sol- 
ids on evaporation) was done quite well to sodium hydrate. 

The second paper was: 


A Professional Communication. 
By J. Turopore Casn, M.D., F.R.S., 


It was a paper on the characters and physiological action of 
the “Seeds of Omphalea Megacarpa (diandra), Omphalea Tri- 
andra and Garcia Nutans,” by Professor Cash, M.D., F.R.S., 
of Aberdeen University, and read by James F. Tocher, of Peter- 
head. A supply of the seeds of these plants was received from 
the director of the Botanical Department of Trinidad and from 


‘Reported by our representative at the meeting held in Aberdeen, Sep- 
tember 14 to 17, 1908. 
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Kew Gardens. The botanical characters of the three samples 
of seeds were minutely described, after which the Professor re- 
ported that extraction by ether yielded the following percent- 
ages of oil: 

From whole seed. 


Seeds from From endosperm. 


O. megacarpa (diandra).......... 64.00 47-33 
i ED owes ans ceaeweweeae ss 56.60 36.90 
KGERER: FUND o ccc ccc vasscicewiess 36.29 26.00 


The oil from Garcia nutans tends to undergo rapid change, 
and its physiological activity is thereby reduced. The fresh seeds 
and their products have a reputed 
laxative action in all three cases, 
and Professor Cash gave details 
of experiments he had made, con- 
firming this. The oil in each case 
was found to be feebler in action 
than the powdered seeds. Of the 
three, Garcia nutans is the most 
powerful. A dose of 0.6 gramme 
of the seed of Garcia nutans, 
“in addition to fecal sensation, 
produces later gastric discomfort, 
shifting abdominal uneasiness and 
active purgation.” The seed is ten 
times as potent as that of the two 
omphalea species. The oil (being 
feebler and less drastic in action) 
would probably be more conve- 
nient to use medicinally, if means 
could be found to preserve it un- 
changed. The omphalea seeds 
and fixed oils yield valuable sim- 
ple purgatives without unpleasant 
effects, but Garcia nutans must 
be used with caution. 

The specimens of the seeds were exhibited, and W. A. H. 
Naylor inquired as to the probability of a supply of seeds, in 
order that the oil might be placed on the market. Mr. Tocher 
thought there was little possibility of the seeds being obtain- 
able in marketable quantity at present. 

T. Maltby Clague, of Newcastle, aroused considerable inter- 
est by his paper on the 























ROBERT WRIGHT, F. C. S., 


President of the British Pharma- 
ceutical Conference. 


Electrolytic Administration of Drugs. 

He began by pointing out the well known fact that in the 
decomposition of chemical substances in an electrolytic solution 
the basic portion goes to the negative pole and the acid group 
to the positive electrode, the amounts yielded being directly in 
proportion to the currents. Thus, in an electric bath, uric acid 
and oxalic acid are found at the anode and sodium at the cathode. 
The localized action of drugs in this way has been used by Mor- 
ton, Bordier and others, but Professor Leduc, of Nantes Uni- 
versity, has given inmost stimulus to the work by means of a 
series of experiments on rabbits. In removing hair, nzvi, etc., 
the saline solutions of the body are electrolyzed by a platinum or 
steel needle connected to the negative pole of a battery inserted 
into each hair-sheath. The other pole is connected with the hand 
by a pad of wet lint (or by placing the hand and the pole in a 
vessel of water) and the current is allowed to pass for about 
five seconds. The resultant formation of a small but well- 
localized quantity of caustic soda destroys the vital part of the 
hair. It is now a common practice in therapeutics to use lithium 
salts for the introduction of basic ions, iodides for acidulous ions, 
and sodium salicylate for both ions, and some work has been 
done in driving in local anesthetics by electrolysis. Dr. Lewin 
Jones, of St. Bartholomew’s Hospital, London, having observed 
that small doses of magnesium sulphate had caused warts to 
disappear, treated them electrolytically with magnesium salts. 
The results were excellent, there being entire absence of scar. 
Corns yield readily to sodium salicylate solutions, using the nega- 
tive electrode, and Mr. Clague gave details of the dispersal of 
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six or seven black patches on a lady’s face (produced by the 
employment of an arsenical ointment some years before) to show 
that ions may be removed from the body. 

In the course of a number of practical hints, Mr. Clague stated 
that a milliampére-meter is useful in the circuit, especially to 
beginners. Iron, copper and silver are to be avoided, for the 
positive wire in contact with the patient should not be affected 
by the electrolytic solution; platinum, however, is always safe and 
aluminum is very useful. A convenient electrodialyzer for experi- 
mental work is made by using a lamp chimney with a diaphragm 
of bladder at one end as an inner vessel, and a beaker to form 
the outside container. Simple salts should be kept to as far as 
possible. With a small current of 10 to 15 milliampéres a solu- 
tion of strychnine hydrochloride put into the dialyzer (positive) 
and water in the outer vessel (negative), strychnine is detect- 
able by taste in a few minutes in the outer vessel, and on revers- 
ing the current ail is soon driven back again; but when a stronger 
current is used, paraldehyde formation is evident from the alco- 
hol if the British Pharmacopeeia solution of strychnine is em- 
ploved. Ammonium chloride may yield ammonia at the nega- 
tive pole and a molecular chlorine at the positive electrode; but 
with a stronger current, using carbon electrodes, nitrogen is col- 
lected. Considerable differences exist in different persons as to 
the amount of electric current that can be borne, but in this 
work there is rarely any difficulty on that account, as the amount 
of current passed is small. 

The interest in this communication was heightened by a series 
of demonstrations performed by Mr. Clague. 

Then followed a contribution on 


Some Powdered Drugs 


By F. H. Atcocx. 

F. H. Alcock, a weli known Birmingham analyst and phar- 
macist, contributed a useful paper on the solubility of various 
powdered drugs. His experiments were conducted on drugs of 
good quality to ascertain the extractive yielded to cold water. 
He dealt with powdered gentian root as follows: 


One gramme was treated with 100 Cc. of distilled water 
and 5 drops of chloroform added, and macerated at laboratory 
temperature for 12 hours, occasionally shaking vigorously, 
especially several times just before removing an aliquot part. 
Fifty Cc. was filtered off and evaporated on the water bath 
until the residue suffered little further loss. It was then 
weighed. 

The insoluble residue was usually incinerated. The method 
of mixing is important; the appearance of the powder when wet 
(whether flocculent or heavy), the color of the solution and 
the appearance of the sediment after the first shaking should each 
be duly noted. The choice of filter paper is likewise important, 
as the process of filtration is slow and the particles in some drugs 
are very small. A glass-stoppered 100 Cc. cylinder was used, laid 
on its side. From 94 to 96 Cc. of the liquid could ordinarily be 
obtained without resorting to pressure, but filtration, in the case 
of nux vomica especially, is unusually slow. Six samples of gen- 
tian powder showed extractive from 50 Cc. by the above method 
varying from 0.050 to 0.174 gramme; total extractive from 200 
Cc. by the washing method, from 0.140 to 0.374, while the ash of 
the insoluble portion was from 0.012 to 0.052. 

Commercial varieties of licorice root in powder, purchased for 
preparation of experimental batches of ext. glycyrrhize yielded 
diverse results by the “Scotch” process of percolation and the 
“English” method of maceration. Powdered cantharides (six 
samples) by the method described gave from 0.210 to 0.363 
gramme extractive, while one gramme of a sample of powdered 
nux vomica gave 0.12I gramme extractive when treated by the 
author’s method; 0.260 gramme by the washing method; 0.005 
gramme insoluble ash and 0.005 extractive ash (50 Cc.). Com- 


mercial samples of guaiacum powder extracted with go percent. 
alcohol yielded the following figures per gramme for insoluble 
matter: (1) 0.157: (2) 0.168; (3) 0.183; (4) 0.070; (5) o.110; 
(6) 0170. The dried residue from a cold water extract of quas- 
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sia wood in powder was very variable, and the infusion, in con- 
sequence, was not uniform. With regard to powdered almonds, 
the amount of nitrogen (determined by the Kjeldahl process) 
was 2.1 percent. in place of 3.33 percent. for sweet almonds, and 
3.44 per cent. for the bitter variety. The sample was adulterated 
with a substance containing a large proportion of starch. 

H. Noble was surprised at the low extractive shown by the 
gentians examined. In his experience gentian in the North of 
England yielded 40 to 43 percent. of extractive and that even 
when the solutions are filtered through paper. Mr. Alcock agreed. 
He expected to get 39 percent., but he did not always get it; the 
samples were bought in the ordinary way. 


Free Salicylic Acid in Bismuth Salicylate. 


By J. B. P. Harrison. 

The author confirmed a statement in the “B. P. Codex,” re- 
garding partial decomposition of the salicylate when using alco- 
hol in the official test for salicylic acid. The author considers 
the alternative test suggested by the “Codex” compilers, how- 
ever—using benzol and chloroform and shaking with a very dilute 
solution of ferric chloride—practically valueless. With the fol- 
lowing test no difficulty is found, he said, in detecting 0.0001 
gramme of free acid intimately mixed with a bismuth salicylate 
previously giving no reaction: 

Shake up I gramme of the salt in 10 Cc. of methylated 
ether (0.720), filter, transfer the clear filtrate to a glass dish, 
and evaporate the ether on the water bath. The evaporation 
should be carefully watched, and the dish removed just as the 
last traces of ether are passing off, to avoid danger of loss 
of salicylic acid by volatilization. Treat the residue with 05 
Ce. of cold distilled water, and test with one drop of dilute 
ferric chloride solution in the usual way. 

The chloroform and benzol tests fail (as shown by results on 
five samples tabulated by the author), while the results also show 
that the British Pharmacopceia test detects salicylate acid that has 
not been added. The merits of the ether test are enhanced by the 
fact that the coloration obtained can be used quantitatively. 

An animated discussion followed, in which W. A. H. Naylor, 
John R. Hill, James P. Gilmour, Gilbert Simpson, F. H. Alcock 
and William B. Cowie took part. David L. Howard, who read 
the paper in the absence of the author, in replying to the discus- 
sion, said the bismuth salicylate of commerce had undoubtedly 
improved, both in quality and appearance, during the past few 
years. 

Charas of Indian Hemp. 
By Davin Hooper, F.C. S., F. 1. S. 

The paper (read in abstract by Edmund White, one of the 
conference secretaries) dealt with the history, cultivation, prep- 
aration, qualities, value, export, and, in fact, everything known 
in connection with the drug. 

The president made a few remarks on the variability of 
Cannabis indica and its allied products. Referring to the exam- 
ination of the plant and its products, he called upon D. B. Dott, 
of Edinburgh, who merely remarked that when once he had sug- 
gested to Professor Ralph Stockman that he should investigate 
Cannabis indica, the learned professor refused on the ground that 
the drug is of no use. Edmund White said the altered activ- 
ity of both cannabis and digitalis with age was probably due 
to enzymes. He suggested that both should be kept in such a 
way as to preclude enzyme activity. The next paper was 


Notes on Some B. P. C. Formulas, 
By Haroitp Wyatt, 
in which the author, one otf the most thorough and painstak- 
ing of modern practical pharmacists, submitted some suggestive 
notes, the outcome of practical experience. 

Dealing first with “Elixir Pini et Terpini et Acetomorphina,” 
he said a better preparation resulted if the acetomorphine hydro- 
chloride in solution were added to the filtered elixir before mak- 
ing up to volume. The employment of 5 percent. of concentrated 
infusion of senega prevents precipitation of the pine oil and ter- 
pine hydrate when diluted with water. Moreover, he had tound 











AMERICAN DRUGGIST AND 





that liquid terpine is more manageable than terpine hydrate in 
the formule. It is as active medicinally as the hydrate, and 
the liquid preparation has a pleasant flavor. 

With regard to “Liquor Seriparus,” an essence equally active 
and superior in odor is obtained when made by the following 
method: 


PURER POIIOL. coicis:e uvsiw sieia ois siviev closwios.cm 30.00 
EER 2 Sis SiS lala a ae 54 9 Sisca waa ero Sale el 2.50 
Alcohol 10.00 
Ne hers ne ont s Wik iss alkene Sas uot 10.00 
ROUMISRMN oes vs isiavely. oct Qiisio te wia,8 Sunwin 90% 10.00 
RHRID ee ch eee oie as ain Sino koe ow aan NS 10.00 
Lactic acid . ; 0.315 
Chloroform water ‘to. . 100.00 


Rub the rennet well with the salt; cut it up into small 
pieces and macerate with 50 of the chloroform water and 10 
of glycerin for four days; then add the alcohol and sherry. 
Allow to stand three days and strain. Next shake with 
kaolin (2.5) and set aside for a week. Finally decant the 
clear solution, filter the remainder, add the lactic acid and 
make up to the required volume with chloroform water. 


The author next criticised a B. P. C. note on the use of 
aromatic spirit of ammonia in B. P. “Mistura Senne Composita.” 


Mr. Wyatt recommended the following alternative method of 
preparation when quantities are required for stock: : 
Magnesium sulphate ...........06s.0020. 25:00 
Liquid extract of licorice. safelepat aa ete. A OO 
Compound tincture of cardamoms. pies aie 13.00 
Strong tincture of ginger (1 to 2).. 2.00 
ASTOR TAA NIAR ocs pia ic tands a6 ses rera a 14S Suess Ww iSemios 0.21 
Strong solution of ammonia.............. 0.62 
SC Or eC ene 10.0 
Boiling water to produce.. .100.00 


Mix the magnesium whdne with the senna and pour 
on 50 of boiling water. Stir in the solution of ammonia when 
the infusion has cooled to blood heat. Strain when cold and 
wash the dregs with enough boiling water to make the 
strained infusion 80 when cold. To this add the tinctures 
with the chloroform dissolved in them, then the fluid extract 
of licorice, and make up to too if necessary. 

He disagreed with the suggested B. P. C. method, saying that 
the ammonia in the official method (as in the method above) re- 
mains as ammonium carbonate or hydrate for so short a time 
that no weakening of the laxative properties of the preparation 
(by reason of contact with the senna) to occur. As 
a matter of fact, the ammonia precipitates the magnesium as 
hydrate or carbonate, which carries down with it the mucilag- 
inous matter partially deposited by the alcohol in the tinctures, 
leaving the mixture faintly alkaline—enough to hold the glycyr- 
thizin of the liquid extract in solution—and the ammonia is pres- 
ent as sulphate. Mr. Wyatt’s method has, he said, been in use 
for thirty years, and the efficacy of the preparation has never 
been questioned. 


is likely 


THE PREPARATION OF RASPBERRY JUICE. 


He then gave a process for preparing “Succus Rubi Idzi” 
for use in the preparation of elixirs, etc. 


Allow the picked raspberries to ferment for three or four 
days in a lightly covered jar until carbonic acid gas is freely 
evolved and a light green mould has nearly covered the ex- 
posed surface of the berries. Remove the mould carefully 
and the fruit beneath to the depth of an inch. Then turn 
out the whole onto a muslin strainer. When the juice ceases to 
drip, squeeze the remainder gently and heat on a water bath 
to go° C.. Filter and add 25 percent. alcohol to the cooled 
juice. 


The following example was given of an elixir containing 
raspberry juice so made: 


WAMCHAE OF VANUIA. oo. di kee ck cee 


0.25 
Alcohol Atenas wire ea ales ROS 
Tincture of cudbear. PRs nce iris os a2 a Sle 1.00 
OS I OR ee ee ee 48.00 
Se a a Ec a ar re 100.00 


Make by percolating the mixed liquids through ,the sugar. 
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Criticising the old formula for “Syrupus Glycerophosphatum 
Compositus,” the author recommended half the amount of cud- 
bear (0.62) as ample for coloring, if extracted properly with 
40 of boiling water and 10 of glycerin, filtering, dissolving the 
salts with the aid of the acid (except in the case of glycero- 
phosphate of iron, which is then added in solution), and per- 
colating the resultant liquor through the granulated sugar. Chlor- 
oform is not necessary, except as a flavoring agent, and it might 
well be replaced by orange flower water, or by vanilla or rose 
flavors. 

The author finally advocated the modification of the formula 
for “Syrupus Glycerophosphatum cum Formatibus” by the sub- 
stitution of 4 parts of formic acid (25 percent.) for acetic acid, 
the addition of 10 percent. of glycerin and the use of 6 percent. 
of orange flower water (undiluted) or 3 percent. of cherry laurel 
water for flavoring purposes. The glycerin acts as a preserva- 
tive and prevents crystallization. 


Commercial Blue Mass. 
By GILBertT SIMPSON. 

The examination of commercial blue pill was the subject of 
a paper by Gilbert Simpson, who is the teacher of pharmacy in 
Robert Gordon’s College, a famous Aberdeen educational insti- 
tution. Mr. Simpson examined fourteen samples (twelve ob- 
tained from wholesalers and two made by retailers), assaying 
for metallic mercury in each case, and examining qualitatively 
for mercurous and mercuric oxides. The following describes 
the assay method: 


A piece of combustion tube about 30 centimetres long was 
sealed at one end, filled and drawn out at the other. The charge 
consisted of a column of (1) sodium bicarbonate 5 centi- 
metres long; (2) asbestos fibre; (3) soda lime, 5 centimetres ; 
(4) 10 grammes of pill mass rolled into a pipe of about 8 
centimetres; (5) soda lime, 5 centimetres; (6) a plug of 
asbestos fibre. The distillation was conducted slowly and the 
first furnace flame played at about 5 centimetres from the 
bend in the tube; this allowed the bulk of the mercury to 
collect in one globule near the bend and the resinoid matter 
to pass over into the receiver—a beaker of water. It was 
found that minute quantities of mercury were mechanically 
included in the tarry matter and ejected, and in all cases to 
prevent loss a large watch glass was placed over the beaker 
during the process. The tube having been heated from the 
bend to the second portion of soda lime, the globule of mer- 
cury near the bend was now heated with an ordinary bunsen 
flame and thus carried into the receiver; finally the sodium 
bicarbonate was heated, the last traces of mercury thus being 
driven out. The end of the tube in the receiver was then 
broken off, and the*minute globules and resin removed with 
ether. Ether was then floated on the liquid in the receiver, 
dissolving the resin and liberating the mercury. Successive 
decantations and washings with 90 percent. alcohol followed; 
the mercury was transferred to a crucible, washed with ether, 
dried by slight heat, and finally weighed. In testing for 
mercurous oxide a portion of the mass was rubbed with 
warm acetic acid in a mortar, filtered, and the filtrate treated 
with dilute hydrochloric acid. For mercuric oxide a portion 
of the mass was rubbed in a mortar with warm dilute hydro- 
chloric acid and purified animal charcoal, filtered, and the 
filtrate treated with hydrosulphuric acid and stannous chloride 
separately. 

One sample of Pil. Hydrarg. B. P., prepared with every care, 
yielded on assay 33.34 percent. of mercury. In the commercial 
samples, the percentage of mercury varied from 31 to 35.93; 
traces of mercurous oxide were discovered in three samples, while 
one sample gave indications of a trace of mercuric oxide. 

Criticising the paper, Reginald R. Bennett preferred the 
method of using hypophosphorous acid for determination of mer- 
cury, as also did Frank H. Alcock, but W. B. Cowie thought 
Mr. Simpson’s method was more reliable. 


The ultramicroscopic particles in milk consist, according 
to the investigations of Kreidl and Neumann (Chem. Ztg., 1908, 
p. 449), of casein. They appear in the milk shortly before the 
beginning of the flocculent precipitation of the casein, and, in 
reality, constitute the first stage of that process. 
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Jalap and Scammony Resins. 


By Wiutim B. Cowie. 

William B. Cowie, an Edinburgh teacher of pharmacy, con- 
tributed four papers, two the results of his own work, one in 
conjunction with B. M. Brander, and the other with the help of 
T. O. Broadbent. The first was on the Examination and Valua- 
tion of Jalap Resin. The following method of valuation gives, 
according to the author, fairly concordant results: 


(a) Dry about 5 grammes of the resin to constant weight 
tio < 

(b) Determine the ash in about 1 gramme of the anhy- 
drous resin. 

(c) Weigh out 1 gramme of anhydrous resin, powder ina 
glass mortar, add 10 Cc. of 0.720 ether, and stir assiduously 
for two and a half minutes; pour off the ethereal solution 
through a plug of cotton wool into a tared flask. Repeat 
with three more quantities of 10 Cc. of ether, ten minutes 
being allowed for the four digestions, and the mass being 
thoroughly broken up each time. Wash the cotton wool with 
5 Cc. of ether, recover the ether, and dry at 110°C. until the 
weight is constant. 

(d) Weigh out 1 gramme of anhydrous resin, dissolve in 
30 Cc. of accurately neutralized alcohol (go percent.) at 150° 
C., titrate with seminormal alcohoiic solution of potassium 
hydroxide, using phenolphthalein as indicator, note the vol- 
ume required to complete neutralization, and calculate the 
acid value. Add 25 Cc. of seminormal alcoholic potash solu- 
tion, boil under reflux condenser for an hour, and titrate back 
to phenolphthalein with seminormal solution of hydrochloric 
acid. The difference in volume in cubic centimetres between 
the blank check and the actual experiment, divided by two, 
gives the volume of normal alkali fixed by the resin during 
the saponification, and the saponification 
__milligrams of resin used 


~ Ce. of normal KOH required 

(2) Dissolve 0.25 gramme of resin in 5 Cc. of acetic an- 
hydride, and add two drops of strong sulphuric acid. No 
purple coloration indicates absence of colophony. 

(f) A small portion of resin, moistened with alcohol, 
should give no greenish-blue color on adding a few drops of 
ferric chloride solution, showing absence of guaiacum resin. 

(g) Water triturated with a little resin should not become 
colored or dissolve any of it (absence of soluble impurities), 
and possess no bitter taste (absence of aloes). After boiling 
and cooling, with the addition of a few drops of iodine solu- 
tion, no blue coloration should be given (absence of starch). 
By means of this examination found that five samples of jalap 

resin [Alba (2), Jalapin, and Fusca (2)] gave from 3.0 to 5.6 
percent. of moisture; 0.02 to 0.3 percent. of ash; 03 to 10.0 
percent. was ether soluble; the acid value was 2.8 to 14.0, and 
the saponification equivalent ranged from 417 to 333. In good 
resins the moisture may vary from 2 to g percent., according to 
age, purity and storage; if well stored it should not contain more 
than 6 percent. Mr. Cowie suggested 1 percent. as the limit of 
ash. With regard to the ether solubility test, if worked under 
the conditions described, reliable results are obtained, the points 
being (1) definite weight of anhydrous resin; (2) definite volume 
of dry ether, and (3) uniform treatment for a definite period of 
time. He detailed experiments which showed that the solvent 
action goes on for some time when alcoholic ether is used, and 
another series of examinations was noted regarding the difference 
in the solubilities of jalap resins in ethers of different strengths 
in the anhydrous state and in the ordinary condition. The U. S. P. 
acid limit is too high for white and too low for brown resins, 
said Mr. Cowie, who suggested 8.4 for white and 20 for brown. 
No indications of colophony, guaiacum, aloes or starch were 
found. A further examination indicated that white jalap resin, 
as found commercially, after removal of moisture and ash, is 
practically jalapin. 

The modification of the B. P. and U. S. P. tests apply also 
to “Scammony Resins,” continued the author, with the exception 
that the ether solubility, not having the same significance as in 
jalap resin, paragraph (c) would be varied as follows: 





equivalent = 


One gramme of the white resin should be entirely soluble 
in 15 Cc. of ether (0.720); and the brown resin should 
be soluble to the extent of 95 percent. on the anhydrous 
resin dried at 110° 
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An examination of five scammony resins [Alba (2), pure 
Scammonin and Fusca (2)] gave moisture percentage 2.52 to 5.1; 
ash, 0.02 to 0.15; ether solubility complete (3), 96.4 (2); acid 
value, 2.8 to 28.0 sapon. equiv., 240 to 263. The ash limit of 
I percent. is a fair one; the acid value should be 8.4 for white 
and 34 for brown resins. Colophony, guaiacum, aloes and starch 
were absent, but the retention of tests for them is necessary, as 
the ammonium hydroxide test is even more unsatisfactory than 
with jalap resin. He suggests acetic anhydride as a preferable 
substitute for the colophony color test. A faint pink color was 
obtained with sulphuric acid, using glacial acetic acid as a 
solvent for the colophony, which deepened with stronger acid, 
this observation leading to the employment of acetic anhydride 
as a solvent. Mr. Cowie stated that 4 percent. of colophony in 
jalap or scammony resins can be detected by this test. Pure 
scammonin was prepared by dissolving anhydrous white scam- 
mony resin in 0.720 ether, the latter being recovered and the 
residue dried at 110° C. to a constant weight. Further figures 
were given which showed that pure white scammony resin, after 
removal of moisture and ash, is practically scammonin. The 
usual procedure for obtaining the melting points having been 
found useless, the following modification of Vandevyer’s method 
was adopted: 

A suitable tube, in which are fitted a thermometer and a 
rod. carrying a picce of ground glass and a small mirror, is 
heated in a glycerin bath. At the moment of fusion the sub- 
stance produces a stain on the ground glass, which is re- 
flected by the mirror; but better readings are obtained by 


simply employing a strong magnifying glass to detect the 
slightest change of state in the resin being heated. 


A sample of “Mexican Scammony Resin” was examined 
before and after purification, along with a commercial sample. 
The results were such that the investigators (Mr. Cowie and 
Mr. Brander) consider that the resin consists of jalapin and 
scammonin, with another resin of lower melting point. 

Mr. Cowie and Mr. Broadbent examined a representative col- 
lection of “Commercial Ethers,” with a view to finding an ether 
sufficiently free from alcohol, water, etc., to meet the require- 
ments necessary for the jalap and scammony resin researches. 
Four kinds of ether were acted upon: 0.720 (5); 0.717 (meth.) ; 
0.730 (2) and 0.735 (3). No hydrogen peroxide was found in 
any of the samples, and the reagents used were aniline violet (for 
alcohol) ; potassium hydrate (for aldehyde); potassium bichro- 
mate (for hydrogen peroxide) ; carbon bisulphide (for water) ; 
distilled water saturated with ether (for water solubility), and 
the boiling point (found the most reliable test of all, as it reveals 
the presence or absence of methyl ether, alcohol, water and acids 
in one step), The pure ethers were good except one, which gave 
a strong aldehyde reaction. The methylated ethers (0.720) were 
quite suitable as solvents, and. they are an improvement on the 
alcoholic 0.735 ether for all purposes for which methylated ether 
is used. 

‘An INTERESTING DiIscussION, 

All four papers called forth interesting discussions. The 
criticisms in the case of the first three were mainly those of 
William Duncan, also an Edinburgh teacher of pharmacy, who 
likewise has done considerable research on jalap and scammony. 
Mr. Duncan objected to B. P. jalap resin being prepared in any 
other way than by the B. P. method. He professed to be con- 
fused as to what Mr. Cowie meant by jalap resin, jalapin and 
white jalap resin. He also criticised the scammony paper, saying 
that both he and John R. Hill had found the melting point of 
pure scammonin to be 131°, and not 120°, as Mr. Cowie had made 
it out to be. Replying to Mr. Finnemore, Mr. Cowie said he 
prepared crystallized scammonin by dissolving white scammony 
resin in dry ether and crystallizing out. He said the question 
of melting point depended on the method adopted, whereupon 
Mr. Duncan said his method was to float a microglass slip with 
the resin on mercury, heat it, and note the temperature when it 
melts. In.discussing the ether paper, the president said he saw 


no reason why there should be anything but pure ether in 
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the B. P. This was objected to by Reginald R. Bennett, head 
pharmacist at London University Hospital, on the ground that 
ether is required for anesthetic and other medicinal purposes in 
which a little alcohol is immaterial. David L. Howard remarked 
upon the uncertain composition of various commercial ethers, 
and particularly as to the confusion regarding methylated ether. 
He was of opinion that 0.735 ether should be removed from the 
pharmacopeeia, because 0.735 methylated ether is especially uncer- 
tain in composition. On the other hand, 0.720 ether is now gener- 
ally produced free from impurities. Horace Finnemore and Dr. 
George Coull both objected to the removal of 0.735 ether from 
the pharmacopeeia, both on commercial grounds. 


Valenta’s Test for Oils. 


By Evetyn W. Potvarp. 


This test was described by Evelyn W. Pollard, B.Sc., an 
Isle of Wight pharmacist, who has of recent years acquired a 
reputation for careful scientific work. Mr. Pollard explained his 
method of using the test thus: 


One gramme of pure acetic acid, m. p. 15.° C., is weighed 
from a small curved pipette into a thin glass bottle of about 
4 Cc. capacity, without allowing the acid to touch the neck 
or sides. Any excess is absorbed by a tiny-strip of filter 
paper. One gramme of oil is similarly weighed on top and 
excess absorbed as before. The bottle is stoppered or well 
corked and violently shaken in and out of a bunsen till the 
contents are just clear. It is then pitched bodily into a 
double bath of two beakers containing water heated to about 
10° C. above the expected Valenta figure. An accurate ther- 
mometer passes to the botom of the smaller beaker. The 
cooling is watched, and at the first sign of the oil and acid 
becoming turbid the reading is taken. 


This reading the author named the “Weight-Valenta” fig- 
ure, and he went on to give results obtained by submitting 
five fractions of the paraffins to the method described, which 
show a regular increase of the “Weight-Valenta” figure from 
9° to 20.6°, due to non-uniformity of paraffins. The ‘“Weight- 
Valenta” figures obtained for some of the fixed oils were tab- 
ulated thus: 

Percentage of acid Weight-Valenta 


Ou. as oleic acid. figure. 
Olive, Lucca (bottled)....... less than I yi 
a ie Pekoe I 72° 
a SE A. ters ialot a I 73° 
“ Cream (Cloose)...i...... 7“ I aa? 
ig oie Oe Waraneiai tielonace cs I 72.5° 
<3 = ee er eee S I 72.2" 
os “(six months)... 15 68° 
“* (manufacturing) ...... EH yf a 
ip Er tee eater ‘i 3.0 68° 
“ “ es 66° 
PAUEONG 65. 6i0sindisiee esses’ = 1.4 69° 
PAMEMI Soa nice sag tsie aie ine ane te ue 70° 
WOR sonia dee dacseseasl’ 6s Sak 43° 
ASACROMMMINGEE ois o's eetelese ss aS 87° 
AG OROTIIE. Soieieiss s-cinvsa ees esas 13 6° 
CGGUINED 5.600 sressee- is ‘ mae 62° 
MR ori 5s aicieeinoi sisi 1.2 78° 
Or 0.2 53° 
PRONE cos cves sons 0.7 68° 
Linseed meee ere eae 0.7 34° 
IER TRUHIEY ao sca cisoc asic lelsoy Ae 74° 
So ht a SE Ee 1.6 50° 


Tasteless Liquid Extract of Cascara Sagrada. 
By ERNest QUANT. 


In introducing his subject, Mr. Quant referred to the fact 
that a formula eyolved by the president twenty years ago has 
been in use with little modification up to the present time. Mag- 
nesia is the preferable alkaloid to use, and as the result of recent 
experiments, the author has arrived at the conclusion that by 
employing magnesium hydroxide in place of calcined magnesia 
about one-fourth of the usual amount is sufficient. His amended 
formula is as follows: 
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Cascara sagrada (in No. 20 powder).. MP. >>: 
Solution of magnesium hydroxide (2 

EMINEM CE (O20) 6 ic oc ose scaeadiane oad 3xvi 
MING Rie crue soreiaeare eu aieae careewrbalne du te he 3iv 
BSC A ee eo a, ee 3iv 
DISHED WALES éociccceccacesieceens a sufficiency 


Moisten the cascara with the magnesia solution and gly- 
cerin. Set aside tor three days, then pack in a percolator and 
exhaust with water. Evaporate the percolate to 16 fluid 
ounces and when cold add the alcohol, and, if necessary, 
water to make the volume measure 20 fluid ounces. 


The author said that the subsequent drying of the moistened 
material can be dispensed with and a menstruum of dilute alco- 
hol is not necessary, water percolation extracting the material 
perfectly. The resulting product is faintly acid, and the bitter 
taste is sufficiently eliminated. The activity of the product does 
not diminish. The author also attempted to take away the 
bitterness by adding alkalies to the fluidextract, but the result 
was failure. 

The Determination of Mercury in Unguentum Hydrargyri. 
By P. H. Crewe. 

The author thought the U. S. P. method difficult to work, 
owing to noncoalescence of the particles of the finely divided 
metal into globules. His process consisted of the removal of 
the fat after saponification by means of hot water, thus securing 
the same results by a simpler method and a more satisfactory 
mercurial condition. The process is as follows: 

About 20 grammes of ointment are weighed into a beaker 
having a capacity of 300 Cc.; 10 grammes potassium hydroxide 
and about 100 Cc. methylated spirit are added, and the whole 
warmed on a water bath until the mercury collects in 
globules. Hot water is then added and the soap solution 
carefully decanted from the mercury, which is then washed 
several times with alcohol and then with a little ether, which 
is allowed to evaporate before weighing the mercury. If the 
globule is not quite bright it should be treated with a little 
warm dilute hydrochloric acid in order to remove any im- 
purities. 

Results were given of the determination of thirteen samples 
of mercurial ointment supplied by wholesale houses, and of 
twenty-one samples purchased from retail chemists. In the first 
thirteen two only were unable to answer pharmacopeeial require- 
ments—one being 8.4 deficient in the average percentage of mer- 
cury, while the other was 10.9 percent. deficient. Four had mer- 
With regard to the retail samples, twelve con- 
while others were 


cury in excess. 
tained a satisfactory percentage of mercury, 
of varied strengths, in some cases diluted mercury ointment hav- 
ing obviously been supplied. In the latter connection, Mr. Crewe 
pointed out that the authorities under the sale of Food and Drugs 
Acts only recognize the strong*(or B. P.) ointment, and that 
the chemist is required to state so verbally as well as on the 
label when he supplies the diluted ointment, and in none of the 
instances of inferior strength was any statement made to the 
purchaser. 





The Alcohol Solubility of Podophyllum Resin. 
By SAMUEL TAYLOR. 


The author, as a result of his examination of various speci- 
mens of podophyllum resin, considers that some limit should be 
placed on the age of podophyllum, after which it should not 
be used. In four experiments, using 90 percent. alcohol as a 
solvent, he found (1) freshly prepared podophyllum resin entirely 
soluble, after twelve months the insoluble portion amounted to 
from 0.4 to 0.7 percent.; (2) resin containing 0.4 percent. of 
insoluble matter had increased to 1 percent. and 2.6 percent. in 
twelve months, while (3) after two years it contained 3.6 percent. 
of insoluble matter; (4) resin freshly prepared and completely 
soluble was found to contain 2.4 percent. insoluble matter after 
keeping two years. The author has found that the insolubility 
of podophyllum resin in 90 percent. alcohol should not exceed 2 
percent., and that it should not be stated, as in the B. P., t 
soluble.” 


be “soluble” or “nearly 
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THE NEW REMEDIES OF 1907-1908.! 
Introductory. 

Your Committee on New Remedies herewith the 
results of its work during the year in compiling from the phar- 
maceutical literature all available information regarding the nov- 
elties that have been introduced into medicine since the last 
meeting. While the report has been made as comprehensive as 
possible, no attempt has been made to include every article that 
has been put on the market, since to do so would take up 
far more space than would be warranted by the importance of 
such articles. In instances where some new action or property 
of a drug mentioned previously in these reports has been discov- 
ered and described, we have included such mention for the infor- 
mation of the membership. 

Mention was made in a previous report of the use of phen- 
olphthalein as a laxative, and during the year a large number 
of new applications of this chemical indicator have been made. 
Some pharmacists are now adding it in small doses to compound 
licorice powder, and report wonderfully satisfactorily results, but, 
of course, this cannot be done legally, under the provisions of 
the pure food and drugs act, unless the package is specifically 
labeled as to its contents. 

Considerable attention has been paid during the year to the 
preparation and action of the acids of oxgall, known as bile 
acids. A petroleum ether preparation known as paratoxin is 
being used extensively in France for the treatment of tuber- 
culosis by hypodermic injection, and in this country a leading 
manufacturer has marketed a mixture of bile acids with mag- 
nesium carbonate under the name colalin, which is recommended 
as an intestinal antiseptic and as a preventive of cholelithiasis. 
Compounds of bismuth with sodium cholate have been intro- 
duced in Germany, and detailed mention of these is made in sub- 
sequent paragraphs. The detailed report follows: 


presents 


Agurin and its mode of preparation are described by 
Schroeder in a recent the Pharmaceutisch Weekblad 
(1007, p. 1402). To 180 parts of theobromine is added enough 
alcoholic solution of carbonate-free sudium hydroxide to corre- 
spond to 40 parts of the latter substance. The theobromine is 
quickly dissolved. There is then added 136 
acetate in double the quantity of water, and the whole is evap- 
orated down to 302 parts. The precipitate corresponds in taste, 
solubility and other characteristics to theobrominesodium-sodium- 
It is probable that theocin-sodium acetate may 


issue of 


parts of sodium 


acetate (agurin) 
be prepared in a like manner. 

Alexipon is the brand name for the ethyl ester of salicylic 
acid, a rheumatism remedy introduced by G. Richter, Budapest. 

Ammonium Uranate, the so-called uranium oxide of com- 
merce, used by porcelain painters, has, it is asserted, been used 
with good results hypodermatically in the treatment of syphilis, 
in the form of a § percent. solution of the salt in sterilized 
liquid petrolatum. According to L’Union pharmaceutique. 1907, 
No. 12, 1 Ce. of a solution containing 0.05 gramme of ammonium 
uranate is injected once a week. (Ammonium uranate should 
not be confounded with the ordinary uranium yellow of com- 
merce, which is sodium uranate. ) 

Andolin is the name of a fluid local anzesthetic intended for 
minor operations, which is said to consist of a solution of eucaine, 
Gm. 0.5; stovaine, Gm. 0.75; suprarenine hydrochloride, Gm. 
0.008; physiological salt solution, enough to make Gm. Ioo. It 
is put up in small hermetically sealed glass tubes, or ampullz, 
of 1 to 2 Cc. by Andolingesellschaft, Berlin. 

Antiperiostin was formerly known under the name osso- 
line. It was said to consist of a 30 percent. solution of a 
mercurio-iodine-cantharidinate, made under a patent granted to 
A. S. Klein, Berlin. But an analysis showed it to consist ap- 
proximately of a solution of corrosive sublimate, 20 percent. ; 
potassium iodide, 5 percent.; and strong tincture of cantharides, 


*Annual report of the Committee on New Remedies of the New 
York State Pharmaceutical 
June 25, 1908. 


Association, presented at the Catskilll meeting, 
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75 percent. It is used in veterinary practice for the treatment 
of windgalls, spavin, ringbones, etc. 

Antirheumol, a rheumatism liniment of German origin, is 
stated to consist of a neutral solution of the glycerin ester of 
salicylic acid, 20 percent., in glycerin and diluted alcohol. A 
50 percent. solution is put up for export by the manufacturer, 
Dr. C. Sorger, Frankfort-on-Main. 

Aphrodine is the name of another of the lengthening list 
of aphrodisiac compounds that have been introduced of late. 
and which owe their activity to their content of yohimbin. The 
substance bearing the trade name aphrodine is said to be identi 
cal with yohimbin (Spiegel), and it is intended for use in th« 
treatment of impotence in both man and animals. 

Argoferment is a new silver preparation obtained by ap- 
propriate treatment of colloidal silver. It forms a clear solution 
and contains 0.02 percent. of metallic silver. 

Atoxyl, the chemical! nature and properties of which wer: 
discussed in an earlier report, has been made the subject of 
recent study by French and German chemists. The substance 
is not metaarsenous anilide, as previously supposed, but is sodium 
aminophenyl arsenate, its composition corresponding to sodium 
dihydrogen arsenate, in which one hydroxyl of the arsenic aci( 
is replaced by a molecule of phenylamine (aniline). It forms « 
white powder having a faint salty taste, soluble in about six 
parts of water. Atoxyl has the same action as arsenic in other 
forms, but is said to be less poisonous, and when used hypoder- 
matically it does not cause the irritation or abscess formation 
that sometimes follows the use of other preparations of arsenic 
It is incompatible with alkalies. Hypodermatically it is given in 
doses of from one-third to two-third grain every other day 
Manufactured by Vereinigte Chemische Werke Actiengesellschaft. 
Charlottenburg, Germany, and marketed by Victor Koechl & Co., 
New York. : 

Biscinoid is the shorter name for bismuth-cinchonidine 
iodide which forms a red powder. It is richer in iodine ani 
has been recommended for internal use. 

Bismuth Cholate forms a yellowish white powder insolu 
ble in water. Its preparation through the interaction of sodi 
um cholate with basic bismuth nitrate is the subject of a patent 
by the German government to Dr. E. Weerner, Posen. The proc 
ess is based upon the fact that if a basic salt of bismuth is warmed 
with a solution of one of the cholates, there will be formed 
bismuth cholate. The reaction is promoted by an excess of th: 
cholic salt. The process is carried out, according to the Apotli 
eker Zeitung for January 11, 1908, as follows: 1 Kg. of bismuth 
nitrate is thoroughly stirred into a concentrated aqueous solutio: 
of 1 Kg. ‘of sodium cholate, and the mixture is warmed for 
while over a water bath and constantly stirred. It is then diluted 
and filtered, the residue being repeatedly washed with water and 
quickly dried. The salt is yellowish white and is insoluble in 
water. Cholic acid may be extracted with alcohol, and the salt 
is easily broken up by mineral acids or strong alkalies. 

Bismuth Disalicyclate is a product of a reaction between 
bismuth nitrate and sodium salicylate, 970 parts of crystallized 
bismuth nitrate being treated with an aqueous solution of 1,050 
parts of sodium salicylate. It forms a white, odorless and taste- 
less powder insoluble in water, alcohol and the ordinary solvents 
It is used in catarrh of the stomach and intestines in doses 
of 8 to 12 grains three times a day. Made by the Hayden 
Chemical Works. 

Bromglidine is a bromine compound analagous to iodgli 
dine. It is put up in tablets which are said to contain Gm 
0.05 bromine in each. It is recommended as a harmless sedativ: 

Camphosal is the name given to a neutral camphoric acid 
ester of santal oils, as prepared by a patented process by J. D 
It is a brownish, yellow oil, easily soluble in 
It is used for 


Riedel, Germany. 
alcohol, ether, chloroform and petroleum ether. 
the same purposes as santal oil. 

(To be continued.) 
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The Fermentation of Milk by Kefir—A. T. L.—The 
method of inducing lactic acid fermentation in milk by kefir was 
described in THe AMERICAN Druccist for May 25 at page 284. 
The process consists essentially of steeping the kefir fungus in a 
mixture of milk and water until it has been softened and the 
foreign bacteria on the surface is removed, then keeping the 
fungus in contact with pasteurized milk at a certain temperature 
for a definite period. The steps in the process are as follows: 

1. Take of kefir fungus, 2% drachms, soak in a mixture of 
milk and water, equal parts (sufficient to cover the kefir) for 
four hours, pouring off and renewing at intervals of one hour, 
keeping the mixture at a temperature of 80° F. 

2. The washed and moist fungus, now in a softened condition, 
is enclosed loosely in a piece of sterilized gauze and added to one 
quart of pasteurized milk heated to a temperature of from 80 to 
85°. The milk with the kefir is allowed to stand, the same tem- 
perature being maintained, for from twelve to fifteen hours, or 
until curdled. The cream is then removed and the curd sep- 
arated and allowed to drip «until fairly dry, when an equal weight 
of sugar of milk is added and the whole spread thinly upon gauze, 
or upon a fibreless filter paper, and allowed to dry in a current of 
warm air at a temperature of not over 80° F. The mixed sub- 
stance is then powdered gently and put up in dry, sterilized 1 
ounce wide mouthed vials, bearing some such label as_ the 
following : 

Directions for Use. 

To one quart of milk diluted with half a pint of water add a 
pinch of salt and a level teaspoonful of the ferment powder. 
Keep at a temperature of 85° F. for twelve to fifteen hours, shak- 
ing or stirring as often as convenient; then bottle and keep 
on ice. 

“Hugo Hensche’s Infant Food.”—W. M. Company.—Refer- 
ring to the query published in the preceding issue, an esteemed 
correspondent advises us that twenty-five years ago a German 
family in Cleveland prepared and sold in a modest way “Hugo 
Hensche’s Nourishing Meal,” which had a good local sale. Our 
correspondent says: “If any one can tell your correspondent about 
this food, it should be Strong, Cobb & Co., of Cleveland. The 
food was introduced into Canada by a homeceopathic physician.” 

Druggists Are Not Obliged to Keep Open Store at Night. 
—J. S. S. writes: “Will you please let me know if there is a law 
in New York State compelling pharmacists or druggists to keep 
their stores open at night, or to hire a night clerk?” 

Pharmacists in New York State, or in any other State, are 
not obliged by law to keep their premises open at night, to hire a 
night clerk, or even to respond to night calls. It is a purely vol- 
untary act on the part of those pharmacists who keep their stores 
open all night or hire a night clerk to respond to calls between 
the time of closing the establishment in the evening and opening 
in the morning. It may he observed here that the custom is 
largely unnecessary and pharmacists have themselves to blame for 
the tendency on the part of certain people to resort to the drug 
store at unearthly hours. The habit should be broken. 

To Rid a House of Sand Fleas.—A. C. M. writes: “I wish 
to inquire 1f you can suggest a method of ridding a house of sand 
fleas. I have frequent requests for something to drive these 
pests out of the house.” 

This is a rather unusual request. Our querist must live near 
the seashore, and if so the condition will be a difficult one to 
remedy. The most effective me€hod of ridding a house of sand 
fleas or any other variety of vermin would be to vacate the 
premises for a time and generate prussic acid vapors by acting 
upon potassium cyanide with sulphuric acid. One ounce of sul- 
phuric acid diluted with two ounces of water and one ounce of 
potassium cyanide must be used for every one hundred cubic feet 
of space, the mixture being placed in basins on the floor of the 


entomologist of the United 
this form of 
of course, be 


According to C. Marlatt, 
Agriculture, the 
but caution must, 


room. 
States Department of 
fumigation are very satisfactory, 
observed against the danger to human and animal life from the 
The cyanogen method should 


results of 


inhalation of the fumes generated. 
not be employed unless the building, house or apartment has been 
previously emptied of its human or animal ocupants and the house 
should be well aired before their return. 

Civil Service Examinations..-H. R. K., who asks us to 
publish the principal requirements for passing a civil service ex- 
amination for a United States Government position, 1s 
to address the Secretary of the United States Civil Service Com- 
mission, Washington, D. C., for application blanks and _ particu- 
lars of the regulations for examination. On application to the 
commission he will receive free of charge a Manual of Examina- 
tion, giving places and dates of examinations, rules by which 
papers are rated, descriptions of examinations, 
tions, and general information. The scope of the United States 
Civil Service Commission may be 
nual reports of the commission, 
libraries. 


advised 


specimen ques- 
> learned by consulting the an- 
which are on file in all public 


Calculation of Profits on One Year’s Drug Business.—J. 

D. is advised to address an inquiry to Harry B. Mason, De 
troit, Mich. for copies of the papers he has written on this 
subject. 


Crystallized NHydroergotinine Sulphate.— Kraft (Arch. 
Pharm., 1907, p. 644) states that ergot contains, besides the crys 
tallizable ergotinin discovered by Tanret, an amorphous alkaloid, 
which he considers chemically distinct. This he believes is 
ergotinine hydrate, and he has given it the of hydro- 
ergotinine. The gelatinous sulphate of hydroergotinine, free from 
sulphuric acid, dried upon a porcelain plate, gives a powder 
easily soluble in alcohol. In order to obtain the salt in a crystal- 
lized form it is powdered and dissolved in 100 parts of 95 per 
cent. alcohol heated to the lowest temperature which will suf- 
fice, and filtered at the same temperature. In about one-quarter 
of an hour the sulphate crystallizes out.—Les Nouv. Rem. 


name 


The Antiseptic Value of Lysoform.— After numerous ex- 
periments reported in Allg. Med. Zentral-ztg. (1908, p. 465), 
Zlatogorow, of St. Petersburg, came to the conclusion that lyso- 
form is a disinfectant of moderate power when used at a temper- 
ature of 98 degrees F., but that it is of questionable value when 
used at or below a temperature of 59 degrees F. At 98 degrees 
F. it is strongly bactericidal to certain bacteria, as the 
cholera vibrio, the typhoid and dysentery bacillus, and the pneu- 
mococcus, and even the tetanus bacillus is destroyed in fifteen 
minutes at this temperature. The cholera and typhoid germs 
are destroyed also at a temperature of 59 degrees F. The author 
attributes contradictory evidence on this subject by other investi- 
gators to differences in technique. 


Barium Percarbonate, which is useful in the extemporaneous 
preparation of hydrogen dioxide 
Hydrated barium dioxide containing 30 percent. of water is 
placed a refrigerated vessel whose temperature is kept be- 
tween 32 and 41 degrees I. by means of ice, and slowly sat- 
urated a current of carbonic acid gas. The point of saturation 
is determined when two successive weighings of the vessel show 
no change in weight. The percarbonate thus obtained is slightly 
yellow, and decomposes rather readily at ordinary temperatures. 
—Ber. Chem. Gesell., 1908; through Les Nouv. Rém., August 
8, 1908. 


may be prepared as follows: 
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Letters to the Editor. 


Appreciated by the ‘‘ Old Guard.’’ 

In reviewing the iournals of pharmacy for the past thirty 
years I find the AMERICAN DruGGist much improved and more 
attractive every year. I am sure the new illustrations are highly 
appreciated and very instructive to your friends at home and 
abroad. The “Old Guard,” who are obliged to remain where 
it is quiet and peaceful, many of whom are in civil hospitals 
as well as military hospitals, and homes in North and South 
America, Europe, Asia and Africa, as well as the active apothe- 
caries, chemists, druggists and pharmacists, take great pleasure 
in your valuable journal. JosepH McKee, Pu. G. 

Washington, D. C., September 14, 1908. 


The Standard Formulary. 
To the Editor: 

Sik,—In your review of the Standard Formulary you stated 
that the ideal formulary is yet to be published, that this work 
contains no formulas for the thousand and one household articles. 
As stated in the first paragraph of the introduction to the volume, 
when a revision of the original Standard Formulary was under- 
taken, it was found necessary to divide it into several books. 
There will be when completed a series of six books, the one I 
sent you being Vol. I, dealing with galenical preparations ex- 
clusively. As to the scope of this volume, see the second para- 
graph of the Introductory. Subsequent volumes will deal with 
soda water, with perfumes, with synthetics, ete. 

Cuicaco, Ill., October 2, 


1908. A. E. Hiss. 


Book Notices. 


A TextBook or Botany AND PHarMacocnosy Intended for the Use of 


Students of Pharmacy, as a Reference Book for Pharmacists, and 
as a Handbook for Food and Drug Analysts. By Henry Kraemer, 
Ph. B., Ph. D., Professor of Botany and Pharmacognosy, and Director 
of the Microscopical Laboratory in the Philadelphia College of f ‘ar- 
macy; Member of the Committee of Revision of the Pharmacopeia 
ot the United States of America; Corresponding Member of the 
Société de Pharmacie de Paris, etc. Illustrated with over 300. plates 
com: rising about 2,000 figures. Third Revised and Enlarged Edition. 
Philadelphia: J. B. Lippincott Company, 1908. Pp. 1-850. (Price $5.) 


This third edition of Professor Kraemer’s “Textbook of Bot- 
any and Pharmacognosy” has been revised and enlarged and sev- 
eral of the half-tone illustrations have been replaced by line 
drawings, which better serve the purpose of instruction In this 
change the author has shown wisdom, as the pupil needs to 
have pointed out to him what he must look for, and this can 
be done with a line drawing in a way that is impossible by the 
use of half-tone reproduction of photographs. The latter have 
their uses, and valuable ones, in presenting the grosser char- 
acteristics of a plant, but for the proper illustration of morpho- 
logical characteristics a line drawing is much to be preferred. 
The present edition also contains additional details regarding 
microscopical technique and the reagents used in the microscop- 
ical examination of drugs. 

The volume is a large one, comprising 850 pages and 300 
different plates, besides numerous illustrations in color. The 
figures are clear and informing, and the grouping together on 
one plate of views both macroscopic and microscopic of the same 
plant, showing the characteristic features of the drug under 
examination, is an excellent one. The definitions are clear and 
accurate, and the illustrations well chosen with reference to the 
text. The volume is one that reflects credit alike upon the author 
and American pharmacy, of which he is a notable product and 
exponent. 


Laws or tue Unitep States. By Joseph W. 
National Association of Retail Druggists. 


CoMPENDIUM OF PHARMACY 
Errant, General Attorney, 
Chicago, 1908. 


An interesting compendium of the pharmacy laws and most 
recent amendments of each of the states and territories, prepared 
by Joseph W. Errant, general attorney for the N. A. R. D., 
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was given to each of the members at the annual meeting. This 
pamphlet was written at the request of the association’s execu- 
tive committee for the purpose of presenting in compact form the 
present status of pharmacy legislation, in the hope that it would 
prove helpful to students and drafters of proposed pharmacy 
laws Counsellor Errant’s brochure deals only with laws relat- 
ing to the practice of pharmacy, and does not include poison, 
adulteration, food and drug, and liquor laws in which druggists 
are interested. Jt is intended, however, to prepare another com- 
pendium on these laws at some future date. 

This compendium on the pharmacy laws shows that, with the 
exception of New York State, South Carolina and Nebraska, 
all the states provide that their boards of pharmacy or commis- 
sioners of pharmacy shall be appointed by the governor upon 
recommendations presented by state associations or subject to 
the approval of some other state officer, while all the territor- 
ies provide that the boards shall be appointed by the chief jus- 
tice of the Court of Appeals of such territories. Most of the 
state boards have from three to seven members, but the New 
York state board alone has fifteen members, who are elected by 
pharmacists, five members being chosen in each of three sections. 
In the eastern section, the board members are elected by licensed 
pharmacists who are members of incorporated pharmaceutical 
societies, while in the western and middle sections the board mem- 
bers are elected by all licensed pharmacists who desire to vote 
for them. 

The Nebraska law provides that its board shall be composed 
of the state attorney general, secretary of state, auditor, treas- 
urer and commissioner of public lands and buildings, and that 
this board shall appoint five examiners or secretaries, each for 
a term of five years, who shall be skillful retail apothecaries of 
These examiners 
shall assist the board in conducting all examinations, and in 
One examiner shall be 
appointed each year from three names submitted by the Nebraska 
State Pharmaceutical 

The South Carolina pharmacy law provides for the election 
of six members of a board of pharmacy for a term of six years 


seven years’ practical experience in business. 
the performance of any of its duties. 


Association. 


each. by the members of the Pharmaceutical Association of the 
State of South Carolina at their annual meeting. The members 
of this board must be licensed pharmacists doing business within 
that state. 

The Connecticut law provides for the appointment by the 
governor of three commisioners of pharmacy, who shall be repu- 
table pharmacists. The appointments are made from a list pre- 
sented by the Connecticut Pharmaceutical Association. The term 
is three years. 

The District of Columbia board consists of five members, who 
shall have had five years’ experience in the practice of their 
profession, to serve five years, appointed by the commissioners 
of the District. 


New York College of Pharmacy to Amend Its 
By-Laws. 

For the purpose of changing its by-laws so that they will 
set forth more clearly the fact that it is now an integral part 
of Columbia University and subject to the general government 
of the university authorities, the members of the New York 
College of Pharmacy will hold a special meeting in the college 
building on Tuesday evening, October 20, at which they probably 
will approve an entirely new set of by-laws. 

When the New York College became a branch of Columbia 
University three years ago, only a few minor changes were made 
in its by-laws, and it recently has been noted that numerous 
additional changes will be required in order to enable the uni- 
versity to have more complete control of its general adminis- 
tration. As no opposition has developed to the proposed by-laws, 
which include fifteen articles and seventy-four sections, it is 
presumed that they will be approved unanimously. 
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CONDUCTED BY FRANK FARRINGTON. 
Under this head will appear suggestions and plans for 
increasing trade, advertising © experiences, information, 
and notes of interest usetulto the pharmacist in the prep- 


aration of his advertising matter. Specimens of current 
advertising will be reproduced, with suggestive analysis 
and criticism, and queries relative to advertising matter 
will be answered. To avoid delay address communica- 
tions to Department of Business Building, AMERICAN 
DRUGGIST, 66 West Broadway, New ork. 











Wasted Advertising Space. 

If the space devoted to such ads as the specimens shown below 
is not wasted, it is so nearly wasted that it is an unwarranted 
expense to buy it. Most druggists pay so much a year for a 
regular space in their local newspaper and forget that every 
time they waste an issue of the paper by running an ad over 
a second time, or by putting in something that the public will 
not read or be interested in, they are throwing away just that 
much money. If every advertiser figured out what his space 
in one issue is worth, he would think more carefully about what 
he puts into it. 


Why You Should Trade With Us 


WE GIVE YOU 


The Best Goods, Lowest 
Prices, Experienced Ser- 
vice, Prompt Delivery 


Special Attention Given to MAIL ORDERS 


Jones Drug Company 
Under Hotel Piazza So. Washington St. 


The Jones Drug Company advertisement borders pretty close- 
ly upon the old fashioned ad that began with hats and caps and 
ended with patent medicines, etc. This ad promises best goods 
at lowest prices just as grandfather Jones promised a hundred 
years ago. Maybe he gave it. Maybe the Jones Drug Company 
give it, but the public, which comes from has to be 
shown. If a man cannot show where he is giving the best goods 
for the lowest prices, it is better for him simply to show what 
he is doing and let the dear public be the judge. 


We Want to Be Your 


DRUGGIST 


WE CARRY A COMPLETE LINE OF HIGH 
CLASS SUNDRIES AND PURE DRUGS. WE 
INVITE YOU 710 CALL AT OUR STORE OR 
RING NO. 7. 


HARALSON-RAIFORD DRUG CO. 


CORNER SOUTH AND WASHINGTON STS. 


Just a step further removed from the original advertisement 
is the Haralson-Raiford Drug Company ad. The typical stock 
advertisement on the back cover of the patent medicine almanac 
says as much as this ad. If one wants to be the people’s drug- 








Missouri, 
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gist, let him give some reasons why they should choose him. 
Getting business is different from givirg a party. More must 


be done than merely invite people to come. 
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:DRUG TALKS WORTH HEEDING: 
[ECONOMY 


People are interested in our 
Sick Room Supplies because 
they know that the name of 
Krausers’ is a Symbol uf best 
goods at lowest prices. 

It does not pay to experi- 
ment with these important 
matters. If you have to make 
any Sick Room purchises and 
if you are particular about it 
and want to have the element 
of uncertainty entirely done 
away with, then see that you 
get it at 


Krausers’ Drug Store 
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Another style of advertisement quite popular is the one that 
takes the form of “Drug Talks.” Sometimes these so-called 
“Talks” are numbered and that only makes the matter worse. 

If a man were to that he a series of 


advertise was to give 








DRUG TALKS 


AAAAAAAA 


Send the Children 


AAAAAAAA 
If you can’t come to our store, we 
will treat your children just exactly as 
we would yourself, and use every effort 


to avoid all possible delay. 


You need not hesitate to send the 


children here—let them come. 


WORTH HEEDING 


AAAAAAAA 
HARRY W. ZEAMER, Leading Druggist 
240 LOCUST STREET, COLUMBIA, PA. 


talks in the Hall or Opera House on drugs and 
then about fifty words upon the 
would be considered somewhat erratic to say the 

Yet many of these “Talks” that. 
They say as much as four lines and stop when they are on a 
subject that might be interesting or they go and 
say more about a subject which by no possibility could be made 
interesting. 

Dollar for dollar the 


‘Town in the 


at each session say subject, he 


least. 


advertisements do about 


made ahead 


little Hunt’s Pharmacy ad is a better 
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investment than the spaces supposed to be filled with “Talks” 
on drugs. Still an inch is a pretty small space to make profit- 
able and it requires a good advertiser to get into it anything 
more than just a card. 
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“HUNT'S PHARMACY 
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The roundabout style of advertising is also a poor way to 
spend money that is obtained by hard work. Many people might 
be attracted to read an item about the new city hall, but how 
many would by the reading be induced to order something from 
Caldwell’s Drug Store? And what would they order? Straight 
talk about something a man has to sell has still to be excelled 
as the best advertising. 


The new City Hall! 


May, or may not be built soon, but right 
close to where the site is we are building the 
prettiest and most complete drug store in Au- 
gusta. We want your trade now! We want 
your trade after the building is completed, and 
we'll show our appreciation by promptness, 
courtesy and good goods. Telephone orders a 
specialty. 


Will T. Caldwell’s 


Drug Store 


Some Ideas from England. 

To open the mother’s purse, appeal to the child. 
other astute advertising idea which the writer once saw practised 
successfully by a clever advertiser. This chemist advertised that 
for a month, with every purchase of a half crown’s worth or 
more, he would give a balloon. Naturally, all the children clam 
ored for their mothers to buy at Blank’s shop, and the conse 
quences were that many balloons bearing Blank’s name soared 
skywards and many half crowns jingled in Blank’s till. 

A woman likes “something for nothing.” The retail chemist 
in a small town who puts his entire appropriation into the adver 
tisement he runs in the local papers is foolish. Once and a while 
he might make his customers a trifling gift—something small 
but useful, with not too much advertising matter on it, for then 
it will be cast aside. A poor gift is worse than none at all. The 
object of these advertising presents is to gain the good will of 
the recipient, and this is not accomplished by giving an inferior 
Presents should be carefully wrapped up, 
for wrapping costs but little and shows that the sender considers 
the article worth receiving. 

Probably the best way to distribute these novelties is to adver 
tise in the newspapers announcing that they are to be had if called 
for, or sent by post if sufficient stamps are provided to repay 
postage. For this purpose wooden articles are practical, as they 
are neither easily broken, heavy nor costly, and they show up 
lettering well. In selecting these goods originality is not so neces- 
a consideration as the conventionally useful. 

When a woman asks for “Blank’s Preparation” 
her your own. The substitution annoys her. If pressed by 
necessity she may have to use your preparation, but she will 
always think that it was not as good as the one she wanted. She 
will fecl that you imposed on her, she will lose her trust in you— 
and a custumer’s trust is a business asset. The result will not 
advertise your goods. 

To conclude, good advertising adapts itself to the character 
of the buyer quite as much as to the merchandise, and, as most 
buyers are women, most advertising, to be successful, must be 
done in a way that will appeal to them.—F. A. Degen, in Chemist 
and Druggist. 
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DRUG MATTERS AT WASHINGTON. 


May Consolidate All Bureaus Dealing With Health, Food and 
Drugs—No Place in Cabinet for Health Officer—Danger in 
Bottled Spring Waters—The Harper Case—Elixir of Calisaya 
from the Revenue Standpoint—New Regulations Regarding 
Importations. 


(From our Regutar Correspondent.) 

Washington, October 7—The meeting of the International 
Congress on Tuberculosis in Washington during the past week 
has offered opportunity for a new development in the movement 
existing for some time past in behalf of a different system of 
government control of foods and drugs. Representatives of the 
so called committee of ‘100 went to President Roosevelt, urging 
him to take action looking toward legislation by Congress for 
the transferring of al! health inspection and pure food activities 
to some single branch of the government where they could be co- 
ordinated and rendered effective. It was suggested that the food 
and drug inspectior service, the meat inspection service, all quar- 
antine services, the public health and marine hospital service, and 
several other bureas or offices of the government be massed to- 
gether in a department where they would be harmoniously de 
veloped. he Interior Department apparently received the most 
iavor from the delegates who went to the President, while there 
was a general feeling that the situation in the Department of Ag- 
riculture is now such as to put that organization more or less out 
of the question as the recipient of the combined service should it 
be created on the proposed basis. The Treasury Department was 
spoken of with some favor because of its present, and necessarily 
continued, control of imported foods, but there was grave doubt 
as to whether Treasury organization was such as to make that 
department the wisest place for the public health service when 
completed. President Roosevelt has not been in favor of the 
movement which took shape last winter in the demand for a 
Department of Public Health with a seat in the Cabinet, but those 
who went to him last week assured him that they had abandoned 
the older idea and believed that its beneficial results could be 
obtained in the way just outlined. Mr. Roosevelt is understood 
to have received the modified proposal favorably and to be likely 
to present the matter to Congress. 

Rye Whiskey. 

\n important rye whiskey hearing occurred at the Department 
of Agriculture on the 2d of October, when practically the 
whole of the rye distilleries of the country were represented, for 
the purpose of securing a standard system of branding the rye 
goods which are now being put on the market. This is in part 
a result of the severe w arning which was given to the trade in 
the recent “Brookwood rye whiskey case,” which came up before 
Judge Robb in the District Court of this city, and in which the 
court took the view that “pure rye whiskey” must be whiskey 
made exclusively of rye either in malted condition or as grain. 
At the recent hearing it was requested by the distillers that 
the department allow the use of the term “pure rye whiskey,” or 
at all events that of “rye whiskey” to whiskeys which were com 
posed of rye to the extent of at least 75 percent., the balance 
being either rye malt or barley malt. It was contended that the 
use of barley malt to that extent results in no chemical difference 
in the finished product, while on occasion there is better diastatic 
effect from the use of the barley malt than from the use of the 
rye malt. It developed at the hearing that in commerce the use 
of the term “rye whiskey” is now extended to any whiskey which 
contains what 1s termed “rye in excess,” or in other words, more 
than 50 percent. of rye. Many rye whiskey makers, however, 
distill entirely with the use of rye and rye malt, their only use 
of barley being some 2 percent. employed in yeasting for the 
purpose of obtaining better diastatic effect. 

“Duffy’s Pure Malt Whiskey.” 


A private hearing for the purpose of discussing the composi- 
tion and physiologica! effect of the product known as “Duffy’s 


Pure Malt Whiskey” had been set before the Board of Food and 
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Drug Inspection for the 1st of October, apropos of charges that 
the product in question is made in violation of the Food and 
Drugs act and the regulations thereunder. Considerable surprise 
was expressed when the Duffy people failed to appear either in 
person or through representatives. This passes the case one 
stage further along and practically places it in the hands of the 
Secretary of Agriculture. 


Alcholic Content of Medicines. 


Commissioner Capers in a letter to a collector under date of 
October 5 has ruled that there is no fixed percentage of alcohol 
which may be used in the manufacture of medicines without ren- 
dering the manufacturer subject to special tax as a rectifier, the 
rule of the office being that such alcohol must be so medicated as 
to render it unsuitable for use as a beverage and that only such 
amount may be used as is necessary to extract the properties of 
the ingredients or as a preservative or solvent. 


Harper Case Once More. 


Robert N. Harper, who was sentenced some time ago to pay 
a fine under the Food and Drugs act for manufacturing a mis- 
lranded proprietary medicine called “Cufohedake Brane-fude,” 
has withdrawn his appeal to the District Court of Appeals and 
will pay the fine imposed upon him. Fis announced reason is that 
inasmuch as the questions at issue are involved in a civil suit 
before the Supreme Court for the condemnation of a quantity of 
the medicine, he considers it wiser to try the issue there rather 
than to contest the prosecution in which he received the sentence 
as already stated. 


More Liberal Construction of Law Affecting Importers. 


Facts which have become known as to the new system of in- 
specting foods and drugs shortly to be established at New York 
and other ports indicate that there is a genuine desire on the part 
of the Washington authorities to lighten the somewhat onerous 
conditions which have recently existed among the importers. 
The new plan as now mapped out is to permit all consignments 
of goods, whether of foods or dryigs, to pass into consumption 
without being held up to await the results of analysis or inspec- 
tion. After analyses have been made, if defective or adulterated 
or injurious articles are found, other consignments having the 
same origin are to be allowed to go into consumption only pro- 
vided they are on the high seas at the time the notice against 
them is served upon the importer.’ All subsequent consignments 
will be held up to await the results of examination and analysis 
and, if found to suffer from the same or similar defects, will be 
shipped back again to the point of origin. The new plan has 
been submitted to a considerable number of importing experts 
aud has been by them pronounced perfectly satisfactory. Docu- 
ments relating to the new scheme have already been signed by 
the Treasury Department authorities and the whole matter is now 
in the hands of Secretary Wilson of the Department of Agricul- 
ture for his assent. It is expected that he will accept the plan in 
general outline and that then it will be put into operation 
shortly. The effect of the system will be to greatly relieve all 
those who have been importing consignments that were needed 
in haste or for which the market was lost through official delays. 


To Popularize Denatured Alcohol. 


In order to popularize the processes of making and the 
methods of using denatured alcohol, the Bureau of Chemistry in 
the Department of Agriculture has determined to give to selected 
delegates sent from the agricultural experiment stations through- 
out the country a series of lectures and practical instructions in 
connection with complete distilling outfit recently installed. 
Subjects for this course of study have just been made public, and 
among others is offered a discussion of the use of denatured al 
cohol for the manufacture of medicines by L. F. Kebler, the Chief 
of the Drugs Division in the Bureau of Chemistry, Commissioner 
Capers, who has spent most of the summer in Europe in the 
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study of methods of producing denatured alcohol, will also 
co-operate with the Bureau in this work and will discuss the 
legal side of its production and use. 

Further regulations governing the sale of denatured alcohol 
at retail are understood to be in process of consideration, the 
object being to establish some system that will further promote 
the consumption and hence the demand for the article. It is 
thought that Mr. Capers secured some ideas on this subject 
while abroad that will be of service in connection with the retail 
business in denatured alcohol. 


Elixir of Calisaya. 


Commissioner Capers has written a letter to A. I. Sweat, 
Internal Revenue agent at Boston, Mass., in which he says: 

“This office is in receipt of your letter of the 2d instant, stat- 
ing that you have found upon the market several preparations of 
elixir of calisaya, and requesting to be informed if special tax is 
required for the sale of all elixir of calisaya under Circular No. 727. 
In reply, you are informed that the particular elixir of calisaya 
which was examined in this office and which was the basis of 
the inclusion of the article in Circular No. 727, was manufactured 
by the firm cf Reed, Yeoman & Cubit, of New York, and that 
only the particular brand manufactured by the firm in question 
is covered by Circular No. 727. Whether or not elixir of calisaya 
put up by other manufacturers should be classed as requiring the 
payment of special tax can be determined only after analysis of 
samples by this office. In order to avoid confusion in the future 
the names of the manufacturers of the particular preparations 
analyzed and passed upon by this office will be given in the cit 
culars listing such preparations.” 


U S P. Alcohol Must Be Labeled «‘Commercial 
Alcohol.’’ 


In view of the uncertainty existing in the minds of many 
wholesale and retail druggists in regard to the ruling of the 
United States Internal Revenue Department on the marking of 
packages containing alcohol, which became effective on July 1, 
THE AMERICAN Druccist has made every effort to obtain an 
authentic and official interpretation of this order which compels 
the labeling of U. S. P. alcohol, 94.9 percent. by volume, as 
“commercial alcohol” instead of “alcohol” as formerly. 

The section of the Internal Revenue Department's ruling on 
the marking of packages of distilled spirits which applies to the 
labeling of alcohol reads: 


e 
_ Paragraph 2. Alcohol—(a) All forms of distilled spirits, 
from which the substances congeneric with ethyl alcohol have 
been removed for practical purposes altogether, and which have been 
heretofore marked as “pure, neutral, or cologne spirits,” will be 
marked “alcohol.” (b) That product which has been commer 
cially known as “alcohol,” from which these congeneric substances 
have not been removed, will be marked “commercial alcohol.” 

This ruling was signed by John G. Capers, Commissioner of 
the Internal Revenue, and approved by George B. Cortelyou, Sec 
retary of the United States Treasury, on May 5, but it did not 
become effective until July 1. 

Leading manufacturers of grain alcohol have questioned Com- 
missioner Capers as to the necessity for marking their original 
packages of so-called “g5 percent.’”’ alcohol with the label “com- 
mercial alcohol,” and have been informed by the commissioner 
that they must so label all of their alcohol in original packages 
which is not “pure, neutral, or cologne spirits.’ The commis- 
sioner further stated that this branding with the words “com- 
mercial alcohol” must be used on all alcohol formerly branded as 
“alcohol,” regardless of whether the spirit is of 188 degrees or 
190 degrees proof. He added that alcohol formerly branded cor- 
rectly as “cologne spirit’’ must hereafter be branded “alcohol.” 

This reply of the commissioner made it evident that the In- 
ternal Revenue Department will insist upon such marking on 
all original packages of so-called “95 per cent.”” alcohol, but as to 
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whether the retail druggist and other dispensers would be com- 
pelled to mark smaller and non-original packages in this way ap- 
peared at first to be doubtful. In order to settle this point, THE 
AMERICAN Druccist asked Chief Deputy Collector of Internal 
Revenue D. S. Wendell, who is located in New York, for an 
interpretation. Mr. Wendell unhesitatingly replied that all non- 
original packages would have to follow the marking of the origi- 
nal packages the contents of which are used to fill the non- 
original packages. In other words, he elucidated, non-original 
packages of so-called “95 percent.” alcohol, even when it com- 
plies in every way with the U. S. P. standards, must be labeled 
“commercial alcohol.” 

Inasmuch as the national food and drugs act expressly ex- 
empts from labeling with any description other than the recog- 
nized U. S. P. name all U. S. P. preparations, this ruling of the 
Internal Revenue Commissioner compelling the marking of U. S. 
P. alcohol with the words “commercial al@hol” appears rather 
arbitrary to put it mildly. 

It also is pointed out by many retail druggists that the pur- 
chaser of good grain alcohol of U. S. P. strength naturally will be 
inclined to believe he is getting some kind of a substitute when 
he sees the spirits branded “commercial alcohol.” In view of the 
inconvenience and loss of trade which may be caused thereby, 
THe AMERICAN DrucGistT is preparing to make an appeal to 
Commissioner Capers asking him whether a modification of thts 
ruling may not be advisable. 


N. A. R. D. HEADQUARTERS AT WASHINGTON. 





Secretary Potts Recommends Washington as Permanent Headquar- 
ters—Thanks to Mr. Hoch—P. C. O. Opens With 200 New 
Matricules—A. P. H. Branch Resumed Operation—Spanish 
Edition of the U. S. P. Is Soon to Be Ready. 





(From our Regular Correspondent.) 

Philadelphia, October 7—Thomas H. Potts, recently elected 
secretary of the N. A. R. D. in an address before the members 
of the Philadelphia A. R. D. on Friday evening, declared that 
the proper place for the headquarters of the national body was 
at Washington, D. C., and that he hoped at the next convention 
it would be decided to locate it there permanently. In the opin- 
ion of Mr. Potts it was not right that the secretary should have 
the right to move the office where he pleased. The meeting, 
which was a quarterly one, was largely attended and was in the 
nature of a reception to the former president of the N. A. R. D., 
now its secretary. It was held at the Drug Club. Mr. Potts 
said that he had been asked many times as to whether or not 
he would bring the office to Philadelphia, but announced that 
he had not decided. While he admitted that it would be much 
handier to him to have Philadelphia the headquarters while he 
was secretary, he declared that he would consider only the wel- 
fare of the national organization. He will arrive at no decision 
until he goes to Chicago on October 15 to assume his new duties. 


Propaganda Work. 


Mr. Potts referred to the propaganda outlook for the future 
and endorsed the work very strongly. He complimented Chris- 
topher Koch, chairman of the Ethical Preparations Committee 
of the P. A. R. D., who had charge of the ethical preparations 
exhibit at Atlantic City and who spoke and prepared literature 
on the same subject. Charles Rehfuss, Joseph P. Remington, 
dean of the College of Pharmacy, Mr. Koch and others also 
spoke enthusiastically of the propaganda and what it had ac- 
complished in this city. Richard H. Lackey introduced a resolu- 
tion declaring that whereas the P. A. R. D. had increased its 
membership 30 percent. on the strength of its campaign, this 
issue was regarded as the thoroughly live one of the day, and 
calling upon the secretary of the N. A. R. D. to take up imme- 
diately with the Executive Committee the matter of organizing 
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IN ATTENDANCE ON THE N. A. R. D. MEETING. 


Left to right—Mrs. Louis Emanuel, Pittsburgh; Mrs. J. E. Marsden, 
Philadelphia; Mrs. Walter Rothwell, Hatboro, Pa. 
Snapshot by A. L. Walcott. 


its propaganda department under the direction of a thoroughly 
competent director. The resolution was unanimously adopted. 

Christopher Koch, who was the author of the plan presented 
to the Executive Committee of the N. A. R. D., at Atlantic City, 
and upon which it was decided to organize a propaganda de- 
partment using 20 percent. of the dues to finance it, upon motion 
of Walter Rothwell was given a rising vote of thanks for the 
able manner in which he had brought this important issue before 
the national body. J. H. Barlow, the N. A. R. D. representa- 
tive, in his report declared that the propaganda was the issue 
which had enabled him to secure many new members and collect 
the dues. He also was given a vote of thanks on account of his 
efficient service in behalf of the P. A. R. D. 


Atlantic City Meeting Larger Than Chicago. 


John C. Gallagher, of Jersey City, was warmly welcomed, and 
in the course of his remarks took occasion to deny most vigor- 
ously rumors which he said had been circulated at Atlantic City 
to the effect that he with several others was looking after the 
interests of the jobber. Most interesting reports of the part that 
the Philadelphia and the Pennsylvania delegations had played in 
the N. A. R. D. convention were made by President Samuel C. 
Henry, Harry C. Blair, Charles Rehfuss and Samuel W. Strunk. 
Fxception was taken to the report that this convention was 
smaller than last year’s, and it was explained that while there 
had been 248 delegates at Chicago, there were 284 who voted at 
Atlantic City. Nine new members were elected. To the Executive 
Committee was referred a suggestion by Professor Remington 
that samples of U. S. P. and,.N. F. articles be presented to 
instructors in the medical colleges of the city, so that they could 
show them and talk about them to the young men being educated 
as physicians 

College Opens. 


With an incoming class numbering close to 200, the Philadel- 
phia College of Pharmacy opened last week for the 1908-09 term. 
Prof. J. P. Remington presided over the exercises in the museum 
and introduced the members of the faculty, all of whom made 
short addresses. Howard B. French, president of the college, 
and Warren H. Poley, of the board of trustees, also spoke. A 
feature of the new term is the new chemical laboratory, which is 
now in use for the first time. Prof. Frank X. Moerk has been 
busy all summer arranging and installing the apparatus. 
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The department of pharmacy of the Medico-Chirurgical Col- 
lege opened on Monday of last week with fifty new students in 
pharmaceutic chemistry. Dean I. V. S. Stanisiaus announced that 
the term had been increased to 1,600 hours of actual work. Pro- 
fessor L. Webster Fox, the well known ophthalmologist, made the 
address to the students in the college amphitheatre. 

With double the registration of last year, the department of 
pharmacy of Temple University opened for the term. There are 
100 students in the department. Dr. John R. Minehart, dean of 
the pharmacy, expects this number to be considerably increased 
_ during October. 


A Dinner to Mr. Wilbert. 


On Tuesday evening, September 29, at the University Club, 
the ex-resident physicians of the German Hospital, of Philadel- 
phia, tendered a farewell banquet to Martin I. Wilbert, Ph. M. 

Many physicians who were internes during Mr. Wilbert’s term 
of eighteen years of honorable service were present. Dr. A. D. 
Whiting presided, and in a most felicitous address reviewed Mr. 
Wilbert’s career at the hospital as chief apothecary and _ ski- 
agrapher. He brought home to every physician present the fact 
that not only had Mr. Wilbert been of great personal assistance 
to every one of them, but that he had also been of great service 
to medicine in general by awakening physicians, pharmacists and 
the public to the nostrum evil. This has stimulated the medical 
profession to renewed interest in pharmacology and a rational 
therapeutics. Doctor Whiting also alluded to his untiring energy 
spent in elevating American pharmacy. 

On behalf of those present, Dr. Henry F. Page, acting medical 
superintendent of the German Hospital, presented the guest of 
the evening with a silver loving cup. Surprised beyond measure, 
Mr. Wilbert accepted the token of affection and friendship in a 
speech which will long be remembered by those who were so for- 
tunate as to be present. 

Commencing with October 1, Mr. Wilbert will be connected 
with the Division of Pharmacology in the Hygienic Laboratory 
of the Public Health and Marine Hospital Service at Washing- 

He will be succeeded at the hospital by his former assistant, 
Thum, Ph. G. : 


ton. 


John K. 


—_— 


PHILADELPHIA NOTES. 


William Penn’s dispensatory is one of the interesting and 
significant relics displayed in City Hall this week in connection 
with the celebration which marks the two hundred and twenty- 
fifth anniversary of the founding of Philadelphia by Penn. Pro- 
fessor J. P. Remington is chairman of the committee which ar- 
tanged this historical exhibit, as well as the medical day exer- 
cises in the Walnut Street Theatre on Thursday. None of the 
colleges have session in the afternoon of Founder’s Week. 

John K. Thum, formerly assistant pharmacist at the German 
- Hospital, has been advanced to the position of chief pharmacist 
of the institution by reason of the vacancy created by the resig- 
nation of Martin J. Wilbert, now an assistant in the division of 
pharmacology of the hygienic laboratory at Washington. Mr. 
Thum is a member of the class of ’96, Philadelphia College of 
Pharmacy, and is very active in all movements and organiza- 
tions that aim at the promotion of ethical pharmacy. 

Reports on the recent meeting of the American Pharmaceuti- 
cal Association occupied the first fall meeting of the local branch 
of that organization last evening at the College of Physicians. 
Among those who spoke were Joseph W. England, George M. 
Beringer, Charles E. Vanderkleed, Henry Kraemer, William H. 
McIntyre, C. H. LaWall and Ambrose Hunsberger. The latter 
has succeeded M. I. Wilbert as secretary and treasurer of the 
local branch. Professor Kraemer, for the historical 
pointed out the importance of finding out all possible as to the 
past history of pharmacy and the men who helped make that 
history. 

The Spanish edition of the U. S. Pharmacopceia is completed, 


section, 
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with the exception of the index, which is being prepared by Pro- 
fessor J. G. Diaz, of the University of Havana, Cuba. Profes- 
sor J. P. Remington, dean of the Revision Committee, expects 
that the new edition will shortly be sent out to the Spanish- 
speaking countries, where the Pharmacopeeia is recognized as a 
standard. 

An unusual case was that of the arrest and conviction here of 
Henry Castiglione, a former resident of New York, on the charge 
of erasing the original name on the diploma of a registered phar- 
macist and substituting his own name. Strange to say, he had 
been working steadily as a registered man and with entire satis- 
faction to his employer, the proprietor of a Frankford drug store. 
Castiglione told the agent of the State Pharmaceutical Examining 
Board, which brought the prosecution, that he had found the old 
diploma in the cellar of a drug store in which he formerly 
worked. Who it belonged to is not known. The prisoner was 
sentenced to six months in the county prison. 





Balloting by Mail for A. Ph. A. Officers. 


The secretary of the American Pharmaceutical Association 
has mailed to all the members a list of the nominees for officers 
for 1909-1910. In accordance with the change in the by-laws 
adopted last year, the nominating committee submitted three sets 
of nominees to each member, who was requested to mark out 
of all save those for whom he wishes to vote, mail- 
ing the ballot to the secretary. Ballots must reach that official 
on or before October 20. The memibers are also requested to 
state whether or not they favor the new method of electing offi- 
The list of nominees named is as follows: 


the name 


cers. 


For president—Eugene G. Eberle, Dallas, Tex.; Henry H. Rusby, New 


York, N. Y. B. Stevens, Ann Arbor, Mich. 

For first vice-president—Clement B. Lowe, Philadelphia, Pa.; Foress 
B. Lillie, Guthrie, Okla.; F. C. Schachleiter, Hot Springs, Ark. 

For second vice-pre -sident—Charles W. Johnson, Seattle, Wash.; uy rancis 


B. Hays, New York, N. Y.; 
For third vice- president=E dward V. Howell, 
B. Day, Chicago, Ill.; John B. Bond, Little Rock, Ark. 
For three members of the council—Oscar Oldberg, 


Motter, Washington, D. 


Murray G. 
Chapel = nm. Cs Wittiam 


Chicago, III; 


George M. Beringer, Camden, N. J.; Charles E. Caspari, St. Louis, Mo.; 
Albert M. Roehrig, Stapleton, N. Y. Joseph W. England, Philadelphia, 
Pa.; F. W. R. Perry, Detroit, Mich.; William Mittelbach, Boonville, Mo.; 


Harry B. Mason, Detroit, Mich.; W illiam L. Dewoody, Pine Bluffs, Ark. 


Metropolitan Drug Club Honors W. P. Ritchey. 


In appreciation of the unselfish manner in which he has de- 
voted his time and labor for many years to promote the welfare 
and suecess of the Metropolitan Drug Club, the members of 
that organization, including most of the prominent wholesale 
and manufacturing drug interest§ in New York City, presented 
William P. Ritchey, of Bruen, Ritchey & Co., of 214 Fulton 
street, with a handsome silver loving cup, appropriately inscribed, 
at their annual meeting, last Thursday evening, upon which occa- 
sion Mr. Ritchey was re-elected for the third time president of 
the club. 

Thomas F. Main, of Tarrant & Co., who is secretary treasurer 
of the club, made the speech of presentation on behalf of the 
members after the subject had been introduced by Albert Plaut, 
of Lehn & Fink, the vice-president of the society, at the dinner 
which followed the business meeting in the Drug and Chemical 
Club of New York, at 100 William street. 

All the retiring officers were re-elected and, as the dinner 
came to a conclusion and the coffee and cigars made _ their 
appearance on the table, Mr. Plaut rapped for order and ex- 
plained that the members had planned a little surprise for Mr. 
Ritchey, adding that Mr. Main would reveal the character of 
the surprise. Mr. Main then delivered a felicitous presentation 
address in which he mentioned the many services which Mr. 
Ritchey had rendered the club and the numerous benefits which 
its members had obtained as a result of his indefatigable work 
for them. He then presented the cup, a masterpiece of the 
silversmith’s art, inscribed with the name of the club and the 
names of the donors. 
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Greater New York. 


John Pickard and V. J. Adams, retail druggists, of Atlanta, 
Ga., visited the local drug trade last week. 

T. T. Higginbotham, of St. George’s, Bermuda, made a tour 
of New York during the last week of September. 

James H. Wells, of Chicago, who visited New York for 
several days after the N. A. R. D. annual meeting, has returned 
to his home. 

R. K. Smither, of Buffalo, N. Y., and R. E. Henkle, of 
Curtis & Henkle, of San Jose, Cal., made purchasing tours of 
New York last Wednesday and Thursday. 

Henry Berlin, of New Orleans, who attended the N. A. R. D. 
annual meeting with numerous friends from that city, made a 
sight-seeing trip around this city before returning to his home 
town 

FE. f°. Billings, of Billings, Clapp & Co., of Boston. and Mr 
Chapman, of the Toledo Pharmacal Company, of Toledo, Ohio, 
called upon friends in the New York manufacturing trade last 
week. 

R. R. Martin, of Martin-Elgar, Ltd., Capetown and Calcutta, 
was a passenger by the White Star steamship Cedric, en route to 
India. Hie has been much benefited in health by his stay in 
America. 

F. L. Carter, of Boston. the new president of the National 
Wholesale Druggists’ Association, visited numerous friends in 
the New York wholesale trade for a few days after the annual 
mecting of that organization. 

Theodore F. Meyer, president of the Meyer Drug Company, 
of St. Louis, Mo., and an enthusiastic automobilist, was in the 
metropolis for several days last week with Mrs. Meyer and 
their daughter. They stayed in the Hotel Plaza while in this 
city. 

William H. Porr is improving materially the front of his 
store at 1734 Amsterdam avenue by having big French plate 
glass windows with metallic corners put in. The new windows 
will enable him to display his stock and specialties to greater 
advantage. 

W. S. Elkin, jr., the recently elected president of the N. A. 
R. D., called upon many prominent New York druggists while 
in this city during the last week of September prior to return 
ing to Atlanta, Ga., where he is interested in the business of 
the Elkin-Watkins Drug Company. 

George W. Ryan, brother of Frank G. Ryan, president of 
Parke, Davis & Co. and formerly associated with the Smith, 
Kline & French Company, of Philadelphia, who now is inter- 
ested in carriage making in York, Pa., visited the New York 
branch of Parke, Davis & Co. last Monday. 

L. J. Swynny, of the Australia Drug Company, of Sydney, 
N. S. W., Australia, returned home last week after having 
visited all of the leading cities of the United States. Mr. 
Swynny came directly to this country from England and had 
made a complete tour of the world when he returned to Sydney. 

C. H. Krauier, of Youngstown, Ohio; William M. Borden, 
of Columbia, Pa.; Thaddeus N. Benjamin, of M. F. Benjamin’s 
Sons, of Riverhead, L. 1.; T. S. Armstrong, of Plainfield, N. J., 
and George F. Brown and Joseph G. Smith, both of Rahway, 
N. J., were among the recent visitors to the New York manu- 
facturing and wholesale trade. 

G. H. Wells, secretary to the treasurer of Guy’s Hospital, 
of London, and secretary of the Clinical Research Society of 
Great Britain, who is making a tour of the principal vaccine 
and virus manufacturing plants in the United States, visited 
the New York branch of Parke, Davis & Co. upon his arrival 
in this city last Saturday. He is planning to visit that com- 
pany’s plant in Detroit this week. 

Sydney H. Carragan, assistant manager and head of the East- 
ern traveling staff of Parke, Davis & Co., was ill with a heavy 
cold and congestion of the chest during the last week in Sep- 
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tember and the first three days of the current month. He ha: 
now almost recovered from his indisposition, however, and. has 
returned to his active duties. 

Miss Hazel D. McElhenie, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Thomas 
D. McElhenie, of 266 Ryerson street, Brooklyn, was married 
recently to Robert Hanson. The ceremony was performed in 
the bride’s home by the Rev. Mr. Pretlow, of the Friends’ 
Church. The bride was attended by her sister, Miss Edith Me- 
Eihenie, and the bridegroom had his brother, Walter Hanson, 
as best man. An informal reception followed the ceremony. 

John W. Doe, who conducts two retail stores, one in Palm 
Beach, Fla., and the other in Bar Harbor, Me., visited numer- 
ous friends in the New York manufacturing and wholesale drug 
and chemical trade last week while on his way from his summer 
store in Bar Harbor to his winter business in Palm Beach 
Mr. Doe, who was accompanied by his five-year-old son, sailed 
from New York for Jacksonville, Fia., on a Clyde Line steamer. 

Official announcement has been made by H. J. Baker & 
Brother, drug importers and manufacturers, of 100 William 
street, that the business of this house, until recently conducted 
by Henry J. Braker, who died in England last month, and F. 
Morse Smith, wili be continued under the old firm name by 
Mr. Smith and by William H. Gelshenen, Mr. Braker’s stepson, 
who is already identified with several commercial and financial 
concerns in New York. 

Dr. Horacio Uzeta, of San Luis Potosi, Mexico, called at the 
New York branch of Parke, Davis & Co. last week and con 
sulted with that firm’s export department before making a tour 
of the principal hospitals of New York, in which he is desirous 
of observing the most modern and approved surgical operations. 
Dr. Uzeta is being escorted about the city by Dr. H. Lara, 
formerly of Costa Rica, who now is practicing in this city at 
54 West Twenty-fifth street. 

A reorganization of the Caswell-Massey Company, which be 
came bankrupt and was placed in the hands of a receiver last 
fall, has been effected under the title of the Caswell-Massey 
Company, Limited. The new corporation has been incorporated 
under the laws of the state of New York with a capital of $30,000 
Its directors are Herman J. Waterhouse, of 171 Westminster 
street, and J. Frank Sunderland, of 47 Westminster street, Provi 
dence, R. I, and John T. Craig, of 36 West Twenty-fourth 
street, New York City. 

Among prominent foreign visitors to the New York manu 
facturing and chemical wholesale drug and chemical trade dur 
ing the last two weeks were: H. B. Holding, of London, Eng 
land: Fr. Prassell, of Mexico City, Mexico; Ralph W. Hope, 
of London, England: A. B. Ventresse, of Kingston, Jamaica, 
B. W. I.; N. C. Polson, of Kingston, Ont., Canada; Leo Wag 
ner, of Basel, Switzerland: Jean Amie, of Grasse, France; 
James Neill, of Sheffield, England, and Frederick Hellmann, of 
Johannesburg, South Africa. 

J. L. Hopkins, head of the drug importing house of J. | 
Hopkins & Co., of 100 William street, has won another golf 
tournament prize. This latest addition to his already large col 
lection is a handsome loving cup which was awarded as first 
prize in the tournament of the New York Manufacturers’ As 
sociation, of which Mr. Hopkins is vice-president. The tourna- 
ment was held on the links of the Nassau County Club, in Nas- 
sau County, Long Island, on Thursday, October 1. Mr. Hopkins 
made the eighteen holes in 82 net. 

With the advent of autumn, the Drug and Chemical Club 
has donned winter dress again. The waiters, coat room boys 
and all other attendants, whc were dressed during the summer 
months in cool linen suits now are wearing again the blue 
uniforms of the club, which denote that cold weather has re- 
turned. The handsome decorations which were being made in 
the ladies’ dining room on the fifteenth floor of the Wood- 
bridge Building annex now are completed, and this room may 
well be described as a symphony in green. 

Seven new applications for membership in the New York 








AMERICAN DRUGGIST AND 





Druy and Chemical Club have been made within the last fort- 
night. These new applicants are Frederick H. Cone, of 253 
Pearl street, importer and manufacturer of bristles and fibres; 
William H. Gelshenen, of 100 William street, merchant; C. P. 
Schlicke, of 90 John street, sales manager; R. H. Goffe, of 68 
William street, insurance, W. Boulton Conyngham, of 78 Hud- 
son street, pharmaceutical chemist; J. Edward Howard, of 108 
Fulton street, manager, and Wilbur N. Wilkinson, of 82 Beaver 
street, assistant secretary. 

A petition in involuntary bankruptcy was filed in the United 
States District Court recently against Moses Rosenthal, a drug- 
gist, of 630 Eighth avenue, by three creditors. These creditors 
were Theodore B. Sayre, whose claims involve $776; Sharp & 
Dohme, whose claims amount to $115, and Neidlinger Brothers, 
whose claims aggregate $65. The petition alleged that Rosen- 
thal 
some property to the E. Rosenthal Pharmacy Company on Jun 
10 and had not, for more than three days preceding the filing 
of the petition against him, been in his place of business or in 
his residence. 

Nicholas Zottarelli, who until a year ago conducted the store 
at Fulton street and Nostrand avenue, Brooklyn, has purchased 
the stock and fixtures of a store at 455 Sixth avenue, Brooklyn, 
which he now is operating under his own name. The store at 
Fulton street and Nostrand avenue formerly owned by Mr. Zot 
tarelli has changed hands twice since he retired from business 
at that site. Mr. Zottarelli sold the store to Ralph E. Hughes 
about a year ago, and Mr. Hughes, in turn, sold it a fortnight 
ago to M. & S. Arensberg, who now are conducting the business 
there as well as the store at 137 Myrtle avenue, Brooklyn, which 
they operate under the title of the Myrtle Avenue Drug Company. 

In order to acquaint all of the members of the National 
Wholesale Druggists’ Association with the character and details 
of the regulations of the American Railway Association on the 
transportation of inflammable articles and acids, which became 
effective on October 15, the special committee on such regula 
tions, which was appointed at the annual meeting of the N. W. 
D. A., is sending to each member a copy of the booklet con- 
taining such regulations and a tabulated epitome of the flash 
points for numerous inflammable articles which was prepared, 
after numerous experiments, by Dr. William Jay Schieffelin, 
chairman of the committee. This consists of Dr. 
Schieffelin, George W. Norrell, of Houston, Tex., who also is 
chairman of the N. W. D. A. committee on transportation, and 
William P. Ritchey, of Bruen, Ritchey & Co.. of New York. 

No change will be made in the conduct of the business of 
Rogers & Pyatt, Inc., importers of shellac, because of the recent 
death of Runyon Pyatt. Mr. Pyatt and Franklin B. Kirkbride 
were made receivers of the company in August, when the com- 
pany The United States Circuit Court has 
ordered the continuance of the corporation’s business under the 
Mr. 


action 


had concealed and removed property and had _ transferred 


committee 


became insolvent. 


direction of the surviving receiver, Kirkbride, pending a 
reorganization. The court took 
tion of a report prepared by the two receivers which showed 
that the company’s business had been conducted profitably dur- 
ing the twenty days ended September 19. Mr. Kirkbride now 
reports that the organization of the company will remain intact. 
He also says that the plant now is being operated to full capacity 
so that the company is able to satisfy all present and future 
requirements. 

Recent visitors to the New York trade from points far dis- 
tant from this city include: Frederick H. Begole, of Marquette, 
Mich.; M. R. Macdonald, of Tonopah, Nev.; Walker Taylor, 
of Wilmington, N. C.; F. B. Wiborg, of Cincinnati, Ohio: Arthur 
Simonson, of ‘Racine, Wis.: G. R. Merrell, of St. Louis, Mo.: 
W. E. Greines, of Dallas. Tex.;: G. P. Finnigan, of Richmond, 
Va.; D. M. Crain, of Cedar Rapids, Ia.; Charles A. Brunning, 
of Toledo, Ohio; J. W. Boileau, of Detroit, Mich.; C. E. Grun- 
sky, of San Francisco; Joseph Yernington, of Carson City. 
Nev.; M. O. Jones, of San Juan, Porto Rico; John Neethe, of 
Galveston, Tex.; J. W. Durr, of the Durr Drug Company, of 
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Montgomery. Ala.; John Stauffer, of San Francisco; Thomas 
P. Haley, Jr.. of St. Louis, Mo.; L.. L. 
William E. Rothern, of Chicago; J. 

land, Ohio; J. C. Robinson, of Dallas, Tex.; G 
Indianapolis, Ind.; L. C. Standt, of Aurora, IIL, 
ton. of Wilson, N. C. 


Pope, of Cleveland, Ohio; 
L. Mothewshead, of Cleve 
B. Moxley, of 
and J. F. Brit 


Corn Products Athletes Defeat Seabury & Johnson 
Men. 


In the track and field athletics participated in by teams repre 
senting Seabury & Johnson and the Corn Products Refining Com 
pany on the grounds of the Oritani Club in Hackensack, N. J.. 
on Saturday afternoon, September 26, the Corn Products men 
won the contest by a total score of 40 to 28 points. The Sea 
bury & Johnson team was superior to the Corn Products team 
in track work, but was beaten badly by the latter contingent in 
the jumping and shot putting events. 

The acting judges and referees were Frederick I isher, of the 
Corn Products Refining Company; Dr. H. C. Lovis, of Seabury 
& Johnson; William J. Carr, of Parke, Davis & Co., and Charles 
A. Darius, of Merck & Co. ‘‘Matt” Judge acted as clerk of the 
course, assisted by J. B. Crooks, formerly coach for the Columbia 
University track team. 


New York Wholesalers Organize Bowling Association, 


First steps toward resuming the winter bowling tournament 
of the teams representing various wholesale and manufacturing 
members of 
New York, 
representa- 


drug and allied industry houses, which usually are 
the Wholesale Drug Trade Bowling Association, of 
were taken on Thursday evening, October 1, when 
tives of the clubs which participated in previous contests held 
a meeting in the Drug and Chemical Club, and elected officers 
At this 
meeting the secretary also was instructed to issue invitations 


and directors for the association for the ensuing year. 


to the captains of last year’s teams asking these clubs to enter 
this year’s contest. 

The officers elected at this meeting are: President, George T. 
Riefflin, of Sharp & Dohme; vice-president, Frederick Fisher, of 
the Corn Products Refining Company; treasurer, William J. Carr, 
of Parke, Davis & Co.; Darius, of Merck 
& Co., and statistician, “Matt” Judge, of Seabury & Johnson. 
The directors chosen are W. Malsch, of the Roessler & Hass- 
lacher Chemical Company; Frederick Carpenter, of Lazell. Dal- 
ley & Co., and “Count” Louis W. De Zeller, of Seabury & 
Johnson. 

It is presumed that all of the eleven teams which played in 
last year’s tournament will also join in the contemplated contest. 


secretary, Charles A 


Rules designed to govern the playing this winter will be drafted 
in the near future. 
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NEW STORES IN BUFFALO. 





No Concert of Action in Excise Matters—Bowlers Organized—T he 
College Season Opens. 





(From our Regular Correspondent.) 

Buffalo, N. Y., October 8.—Retail druggists of the city are 
wondering at the increase of stores just now, for they see no 
reason for it, as they claim that profits are small. An old mem- 
ber of the trade on Genesee street, reporting another new store 
near him, says he thinks there must be about twenty on that 
street now. 

Board Matters Dull. 

The western branch of the State Board of Pharmacy met on 
September 30, and as a result of an examination held the week 
before issued the foliowing licenses: 

Pharmacists—Irving D. Bramer, Philadelphia; George H. 
James, Buffalo; Louis N. La Mantia, Buffalo; Earl A. McLouth, 
Batavia; Ray L. Mercer, Brockport. 

Druggists—Guy W. Alberty, Lockport; Leo Barken, Buffalo; 
Frank E. Richart, Wellsville; Walter E. Vizthum, Buffalo. 

Matters otherwise are quiet with the board, and western mem- 
bers are glad to note that this branch has nothing to do with the 
complaint lately made against the eastern branch in Brooklyn. 
No cases of violation of the law have been reported lately. 


The Buffalo College of Pharmacy 


opens its pharmaceutical course on the 21st with promise of from 
fifty to sixty entering students, which is more than the average 
of former years. The chemistry course, which opened last month, 
has twenty-seven students, fourteen of whom are freshmen. 


Druggists Drop Liquor. 


The hesitation over the excise problem in the Buffalo drug 
stores is said to have been settled by a large number of the drug- 
gists dropping all license, as they felt they were fairly obliged 
to do on account of cost. Still it is reported that direct informa- 
tion on the subject is hard to get even between druggists who are 
friends, as the word seems to me “mum” on that point. There 
are only a few full license drug stores in the city and they have 
never descended far enough to be classed along with the saloons. 


Bowlers Organize. 


The Buffalo druggists have again organized their bowling 
club, with J. H. Hilligas, president; Ed. Volk, vice-president, and 
T. W. Tyson, secretary and treasurer. The roll-off will be every 
Friday afternoon as usual. The club is suffering somewhat from 
overwork, several of the best bowlers saying that they have not 
attended much of late on that account. Possibly this is one of the 
reasons why the club did not win all the match games last year, 
as it used to. 

Spices in the Drug Trade. 


City druggists agree with outside members of the trade that 
they ought to handle all the spices, but they are not succeeding 
in this unless they carry a retail grocery along with the drug 
store, as a few firms are doing. They claim that spices carried 
by grocers are often low grade, and they are probably right about 
it, but so long as spices and sugar cannot be bought together the 
grocer snaps his fingers at the druggist. 

Allan C. Day, who formerly represented Sharp & Dohme, 
has bought the pharmacy on Seneca street so long conducted by 
the late William Coulson, which has been managed by the widow 
since his death. 

L. A. La Mantia, holder of a pharmacy license. is opening a 
new store at 271 Seneca street. 

Adam Dambrowski, who also holds a pharmacy license, is pre- 
paring to open a new Polish drug store on Sycamore street. 

Herman Frost will open a new pharmacy at Genesee street 
and Filmore avenue this fall. 
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A NEW MEMBER ON MASSACHUSETTS BOARD. 





F. A. Hubbard Retires as Board Member—A Salem Druggist 
Fined tor Illegal Liquor Sale—Punished for Impersonating a 
Physician. 





(From our Regular Correspondent.) 

Boston, October 7—At a meeting of the Board of Pharmacy 
held last month fourteen candidates were examined and certifi- 
cates of registration granted to the following: Leonard Croker, 
Brockton; William Findlay, Boston; Lewis E. Hanson, Marble- 
head; Oscar D. Kelleher, New Bedford; Charles R. -Stevens, 
Revere; Louis J. Whitney, Ware. 

On or after October 15 the board will be prepared to receive 
applications for registration as assistant pharmacists, the age to 
be at least nineteen years; the experience to be at least two years 
of practical experience in retail drug stores in which prescriptions 
are dispensed; the form of the examination to be practical and 
oral, 


Mr. Hubbard Retires from the Board. 


The term of Fred A. Hubbard, a member of the board, ex- 
pired October 1. On that date he was presented by his fellow 
members with an elegant traveling bag, with many heartfelt ex- 
pressions of thanks for his efforts in behalf of the board and the 
public during his term of office. In Mr. Hubbard’s retirement 
the board loses a valuable and hard-working member, who has 
taken great interest in the enforcement of the laws relating to 
pharmacy. He carries with him the esteem and respect of his 
fellow members and the drug profession in general. 


Mr. Hubbard’s Successor. 


Mr. Hubbard is to be succeeded by Peter J. McCormick, of 
Cambridge, whose nomination was recently sent to the council by 
the governor. By this selection Governor Guild terminates a con- 
test which has been going on for some time for membership on 
the board. Mr. McCormick was one of three designated at the 
last annual meeting of the Massachusetts Pharmaceutical Associa- 
tion for this position. The other candidates were Messrs. Bul- 
finch, of Lynn, and Dolan, of Natick. Mr. McCormick has been 
in business in Cambridge for a number of years and has been 
active in the interests of the drug trade. .He is an ex-president 
of the Massachusetts Pharmaceutical Association and of late 
years has been an important factor in its affairs. 


Fined for Illegal Liquor Selling. 


The affairs of the Depot Drug Store, Salem, again occupy a 
prominent position. This is the store formerly owned by Mayor 
Hurley. George E. Beals some days ago was arraigned in the 
local court charged with illegal sale of liquors. He waived ex- 
amination and was-held in $300 on each count for the Superior 
Court. Beals was a clerk in the store, and when the warrant for 
his arrest was issued he left town and did not return until the 
day of his appearance in the local court, when he voluntarily gave 
himself up. Subsequent to Beal’s return interested parties visited 
the Salem court and procured warrants against Joseph H. Goddu, 
the proprietor of the store, charging him with illegal selling and 
also maintaining a liquor nuisance. After a hearing Goddu was 
held in $300 on each of three charges for his appearance in the 
Superior Court. At this trial Mayor Hurley was summoned as a 
witness. The State Board of Pharmacy has this week revoked 
Goddu’s certificate of fitness. 


Punished for Impersonating a Physician. 


In the Cambridge court a heavy fine was recently imposed 
upon a man who was arrested upon the charge of impersonating a 
physician and illegally purchasing cocaine in a North Cambridge 
drug store. Unable to pay the fine of $100, the man was sent to 
the house of correction for four months. Defendant told the 
court that he had been addicted to the cocaine habit for ten years, 
and that when he came from New York a few years ago he found 
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a law here in force which made it impossible for him to get the 
drug in the usual way. He therefore resorted to strategy and 
used a block of physician’s prescription blanks. The judge ex- 
pressed the opinion that he was not unconscious of wrong-doing 
when he signed the blanks. 


BOSTON NEWS NOTES. 


On October 3 an involuntary petition in bankruptcy was filed 
against Solomon A. Epstein and Joseph M. Colpach, copartners 
in the firm of S. A. Epstein & Co., in the United States District 
Court. 

Malden’s new finance commission numbers among its mem- 
bers the Hon. Charles L. Dean, who was mayor of the city for 
many years and is now a state senator. Mr. Dean is a member 
of the firm of Dean, Foster & Co., of Boston. 





CHICAGO NOTES. 


Delegates who have returned from the convention of the 
National Wholesale Druggists’ Association and the National As- 
sociation of Retail Druggists are enthusiastic as to the success 
of the two gatherings. 

Guy E. Rutson ‘ormerly of William R. Warner & Co. and 
of Buck & Rayner, has purchased the store of Emil Thiele at 
Fifty-ninth street and Wentworth avenue. 

R. S. Johnston, of Merck & Co., has returned from the Na- 
tional Wholesale Druggists’ Association meeting and a confer- 
ence with the captains of industry in the New York office. He 
is now on his way to the Pacific coast. 

John A. Riebeholz, at 412 Sedgwick street for seven years, 
has moved to 2001 West Fifty-ninth street and added an optical 
department to his business. 

The Levy store, at Wabash avenue and Harrison street, has 
been sold out under the hammer. 

The Social Drug Club held its annual meeting September 
28 at the Sherman House and elected Herman Fry, president; 
W. W. Winberg, William P. Knoche and Charles H. Avery, 
vice-presidents; B. A. C. Hoelzer, recording secretary; John M. 
Schwalbe, financial secretary; Joseph F. MacDonald, treasurer; 
John J. Boehm, sergeant-at-arms, and F. H. Kellett, trustee for 
five years. The new officers were installed by National Com- 
mitteeman E. H. Ladish. The meeting was characterized by 
harmony and a successful winter is assured. 

John A. McGean, president of the New York Drug and 
Chemical Club, was a guest at the Chicago Drug Trade Club 
October 5. 

The J. D. Higgins Pharmacy, in Ravenswood, has been moved 
temporarily across the street. The old wooden building will be 
torn down and a new fireproof modern structure erected. The 
firm has contracted for a new soda fountain and fixtures, and 
the new store will be strictly up to date. 

I. M. Light, secretary of the Chicago Retail Druggists’ Asso- 
ciation, has sold his store at Thirty-fifth street and Rhodes ave- 
nue to W. E. Stille, for many years a drug clerk on the South 
Side. Mr. Light has bought the Portland Pharmacy, Washing- 
ton avenue and Sixtieth street, from J. C. Campbell, and has 
formed a partnership with C. E. Battles, formerly of Moline, 
Ill., under the firm name of Light & Battles. 

M. C. Knapp has taken over the business of his brother, J. B. 
Knapp, at 6358 Rhodes avenue, on account of the serious illness 
of the latter. 

C. Y. Yundt, formerly in business on the West Side, has 
bought the store of Pedigo & Beaman, 259 Evanston avenue. 





Drug, Chemical and Allied Trades in New York 
Organize Taft Club. 


Leading members of the New York drug, paint, oil and chem- 
ical trades have organized again a presidential campaign club, 
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FE. BERGER AND FAMILY 


Mr. and Mrs. Berger and their sons have 
meetings in the drug trade. 
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cal affairs. He is a member of the Florida Board of Pharmacy. 
with Taft and Sherman and sound money as their slogan. The 
name of the organization, which is exactly similar to that formed 
by the same interests prior to the Roosevelt and Fairbanks- 
Parker and Davis campaign, when they also espoused the cause 
of the Republican candidates, is “The Taft and Sherman and 
Sound Money Drug, Chemical and Allied Trades Republican 
Organization.” The headquarters of this campaign club are in 
the Seabury Building, at 59-61 Maiden !ane. 

The officers for this club were selected on August 14, when 
George J. Seabury was chosen president; L. William De Zeller,. 
of Seabury & Johnson, secretary and chief of staff; Isaac V.-S. 
Hiilier, treasurer; and Maj.-Gen. E. L. Molineux, division mar- 
shal. On this occasion, moreover, the following executive com- 
mitteemen were elected: Samuel W. Fairchild, of Fairchild 
Brother & Foster, of 76 Laight street, chairman; Robert F. 
Amend, John Anderson, Wiliiam H. Nicholas, James B. Horner, 
R. P. Wilson, Carl Merz, Thomas P. Cook, R. P. Rowe, A. H. 
Tatum, Sidney M. Colgate, James G. Shaw, S. V. V. Huntington, 
Cesar A. Grasselli, Darwin R. James, jr., Walter Longman, Dr. 
William Jay Schieffelin, James L. Morgan, William S. Gray, 
W. I. Walker, G. Clinton McKesson, Sidney H. Carragan and 
J. Seaver Page. 

As in the Roosevelt and Fairbanks campaign, the members 
of the club have raised a handsome banner proclaiming their 
choice in this presidential campaign to be William H. Taft, of 
Ohio, and James S. Sherman, of New York. This banner was 
suspended on August 28 across Maiden lane from the Seabury 
Building to the building occupied by Shering & Glatz at 58: 
Maiden lane. 





recent 
They were at the Chicago meeting of the 
R. D., the Denver meeting of the N. W. D. A. and the New York 
Associa- 
Serger is building up a prosperous jobbing business for the 
Berger Drug Co. and is active in local as well as national pharmaceuti- 
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Opportunities for Export Trade 








THE COMMERCIAL OUTLOOK IN CHILE. 


By HuMbBERTO CARRASCO, 
Santiago, Chile. 


| have received so many inquiries concerning the commercial 
outlook of Chile, since my visit to the United States, that I 
should be glad to place before the readers of the AMERICAN 
DRUGGIST my views on this subject, views based on some years 
of experience as a representative in Chile of manufacturers in 
the United States. 

It is now more than five since the demand for raw 
materials, minerals, and other natural products became so great 
as to bring about an era of high prices all over the world. In 
Chile, as in other producing countries rich in natural products, 
this condition brought about a boom in business. The capital 
of the country was insufficient to finance the numerous undertak- 
ings. and stock companies were floated with a capitalization of 
over $200,000,000. Some of these companies were organized to 
work copper mines, others to produce sodium nitrate, and others 
for the exploitation of the agricultural, lumber and other nat 


years 


ural resources of the country. This boom in business brought 


of high percentage have been located. Four years ago it was 
preceding the earthquake had enriched the people so that the 
imports had grown rapidly, exceeding by many million dollars 
annually the exports. Chile’s currency being on a paper basis, 
the rate of exchange was determined largely by the relation be- 
tween the value of products exported and of manufactures 
imported into the country. When the country was drained of 
its gold by the effect of the New York panic, the purchasing 
power of the paper money, as expressed in terms of gold, dimin 
ished rapidly. The rate dropped from the legal value of 18 pence 
per pesos to 74%4 pence. This meant a corresponding shrinkage in 
all values locally, and was a very important factor in causing 
commercial depression. This abnormal situation is only transi 
tory. the rate of exchange having already advanced to 11 pence 
and commercial conditions are rapidly becoming more favorable 

The real basis of the prosperity of Chile is its richness in 
natural products, and these have not been affected at any time. 
In fact, her resources are even richer now than ever before. 
Very large tracts of the richest farming lands have been opened 
up in the southern part of the country, new and extensive depos- 
its of copper ore have been discovered, and new fields of nitrate 
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about an era of speculation, leaving the country in a poor condi- 
tion to stand the strain imposed by the earthquake of August 16, 
1906, and the financial crisis which, beginning in New York in 
1907, seriously affected the markets of the whole world. 

The loss entailed by the earthquake in Valparaiso has been 
estimated at over $50,000,000, and what is even more important, 
it destroyed a city which it had taken hundreds of years to build, 
inflicting damage to the commercial interest of the country even 
greater than the direct monetary loss involved in the disaster. 

The financial troubles in New York were felt all over the 
world. Many European bankers have branches in South Amer- 
ica, and when the panic started in New York, the majority of 
them issued orders to their branches and agents to hoard their 
funds with the greatest care and to exercise the closest scrutiny 
before making any loans. In fact, many bankers called all out- 
standing loans, and within a few weeks more than $10,000,000 in 
gold was withdrawn from the country, paralyzing many indus- 
tries, and causing the failure of numerous brokerage firms. 

Another factor in the commercial depression in Chile was the 
fall in the price of copper from 110 pounds sterling to 50 pounds 
sterling per ton, the estimated loss to the copper interests in 
Chile entailed by this decline amounting to something like $10,- 
000,000 in gold. 

The rapid development of the country during the three years 


SANTIAGO, CHILE. 


supposed that no nitrates of merchantable value could be found 
outside of the province of Tarapaca and that the supply would 
be exhausted within the next thirty years. Since that time wholly 
new fields have been discovered in the northern part of the coun- 
try, and it is now estimated that there are 350 years, supply in 
sight, thus ensuring riches both for the private owners and the 
government, for there is a constantly increasing demand for this 
product. 

Another factor in the favorable outlook is the conviction 
shared by all Chileans that it is desirable to resume a gold stand 
ard. The public at large have suffered so much from the fluctua- 
ticn in the value of exchange that a strong sentiment favoring 
the resumption of gold payment has grown up all over the coun- 
try. The bullion necessary to form a basis of this for the estab 
lishment of a gold standard is now being accumulated by the 
government. 

The mere adoption of the gold standard will not settle our 
difficulties unless we can also establish a trade balance in our 
favor by increasing our exports. This will undoubtedly be done. 
as every effort is being made to develop the natural resources 
of the country. The government is on a sound and stable basis 
and has inaugurated an era of economy in government service 
much to build up its financial condition and 


which will do 


standing 
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The present crops are larger than any for the past ten years, 
and a large proportion of these crops will be exported and bring 
in additional money, thus building up the trade balance in our 
favor. We can therefore confidently count on a bright future for 
Chilean commerce. 

The drug trade suffered less during the panic than probably 
any other line of business, and I do not hesitate to assert that 
during the panic good drug stores were the only business ven- 
tures that were on a paying basis. It is true that their sales fell 
off somewhat, but the volumes of business done was not very 
materially affected. In this line the effect of the panic not only 
seemed less than others, but it has been recovered from more 
rapidly, and I believe that there is not a druggist in Chile whose 
commercial integrity has been seriously affected by the panic, and 
there are not many lines for which this can be said. 


Bottles and Window Glass in the Orient. 


Consul General James W. Ragsdale, of Tientsin, states that 
the trade in window glass, which is becoming steadily more im- 
portant in China, will soon be seriously threatened from a new 
quarter, for the following reason: 

The great Osaka factory of the Oriental Glass Manufac- 
turing Company, established with Japanese, French, and Belgian 
capital amounting to $750,000 gold, was finished and was to start 
in the manufacture of glass bottles about the end of November. 
It expects to be able to turn out about 80,000 bottles a day, which 
figure corresponds to the current average number of the im- 
ported articles. 


AND 
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A New Wholesale Drug Firm in Santiago. 


In last December the firm of Valenzuela & Co. opened a whole- 
sale drug house in Santiago, Chile. Heretofore Daube & Co., of 
Valparaiso, have had practically 
a monopoly of the wholesale drug 
business in Chile, although they 
likewise operated. retail stores at 
Santiago, Valparaiso, Concepcion 
and Autofagasta. The only other 
firm doing anything like a whole- 
business was the house of 
Arestizaba & Co., of Valparaiso 
and Santiago, though their busi- 
was not carried on on the 
scale on which that of Daube & 
Co. was conducted. The retail trade 
being brought into competition with 
the retail departments of Daube & 
Co. naturally sought to escape 
dealing with the wholesale depart- 
ment, and in this way many of the 
retailers began to import proprie- 
tary articles direct. This event- 
ually led to the formation of the 
new wholesale firm of Valenzuela 
& Co., of Santiago. The members 
SR. DANIEL E. VIAL, of this firm are Adolfo Valen- 
a hee ” Vial, puela, formerly manager of Ares- 

& Co.'s San- 
Alcamo, proprietor of the 
Alamada_ street, and Daniel 
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prietor of the popular Botica de Vial, at 1286 Delicias street. 
Mr. Vial, whose portrait we present herewith. is the inventor 
of the “capsules de Vial” for the treatment of headache and 
nervous complaints, over one hundred thousand of which are 


On account of his ingenuity, activity and 
“Yankee” of the drug 
as very compli- 


sold annually in Chile. 
industry, Mr. Vial has been termed the 
trade in Chile, a term looks 
mentary, as he has a great admiration for the United States and 


which he upon 


its citizens. 


Export Notes. 


Alberto Wittmer, of La Victoria, Venezuela, is especially en- 
gaged in selling South American postage stamps in wholesale 
quantities and invites correspondence with any readers of THE 
AMERICAN Druccist who are interested in making a collection 
of this class of stamps. Correspondence may be addressed to Mr. 
Witmer either through THe AmerIcAN Druccist Foreign De- 
partment or by post direct. . 

R. A. Delgado Carbonell, at Puerto Plata, Dominican Repub- 
lic, who carries on a general drug business, informs us that he 
has established a special department of agencies for all classes 
of products from the United States and offers his services to 
American firms desirous of making such connections, with assur- 
ances that no other house equals his own in activity and reputa- 
tion. Mr. Carbonell states that his office is the only one of its 
kind giving positive results to American manufacturers and that 
his credit is increasing steadily. Any one with an article of merit 
wishing to exploit it in the Dominican Republic would do well to 
communcate with this gentleman, 

G. Llinas, of the Farmacia El Carmen, Moca, Dominican Re- 
public, writes us in a recent letter that he is desirous of doing 
would like to open corre- 
He states that information 


business with American houses and 
spondence with that object in view. 
regarding his capital, etc., and other qualifications may be ob- 
tained from R. G. Dun & Co., 290 Broadway, New York, who 


are in a position to answer proper inquiries. 
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AMERICAN DRUGGIST AND 
NOTES ON PHARMACY IN RUSSIA. 


(By our St. Petersburg Correspondent.) 
Veterinary Remedies. 

There are fine openings for the sale of veterinary remedies in 
this country. Russia is essentially an agricultural country, and 
consequently, articles for the treatment of disease in animals are 
greatly demanded. The one difficulty to contend with is the 
backwardness of the peasants, who till the land and rear ani- 
mals on the communistic principle, but as an antidote to this 
state of affairs, the Government has established rural medical 
bodies, in connection with which veterinary colleges, hospitals 
and dispensaries are kept up. According to accounts, these bod- 
ies are doing very excellent work, and the foreigner would do 
well to cultivaate their acquaintance, with the view of enlisting 
their support. Possibly the best fields for business are the centre 
and south of Russia, where the rearing of cattle, sheep and horses 
is carried on to a very great extent. Of course, the Veterinary 
Medical Council controls the importation into Russia of all for- 
eign veterinary products, therefore their permit must first be 
obtained before goods may be sold in the country. Needless to 
say, more latitude is allowed in respect to the constituents of 
veterinary products than is the case with medicines for human 
use, 


The Russian Pharmacy in General. 

The average Russian pharmacy is well fitted up, but perhaps 
not on such a lavish scale as in the United States. The spirit 
of the Russian pharmacist is a serious one, and consequently 
his shop possesses an appearance which savors more of science 
than business. Advertising as practiced in America is almost 
unknown here, and if any is to be seen in the shape of very 
modest window cards, etc., it is confined to the drug stores* As 
a rule, very little stock is to be seen in the windows or dis- 
played to the public gaze behind the counter in the pharmacies. 
The interior of each shop comprises merely the dispensing desk 
and a small selling counter. At the former may be observed a 
bevy of serious looking young men hard at work. If anything, 
it would be better to designate the average shop a dispensary, if 
we are to judge by appearances. If any stock is to be seen, it is 
generally composed of everyday articles put up by the pharma- 
cist himself, while very few proprietary goods are to be seen; in 
fact. it is only in the drug stores where we look for such things. 
Unlike America, the pharmacist here is not to any great extent 
supplied by wholesale houses with goods already packed and 
labeled with his own name. This is due to the fact that the phar- 
macist himself prefers to pack and label his own gocds as far 
as possible, and, by the way, to do it on a pretty extravagant 
scale. No matter how small the quantity of medicine may be 
or how common it is, the Russian pharmacist will use bottles 
of the best quality and labels of the most gorgeous design. If 
the medicine be in the shape of pills, he really must use a 
metal screw cap vial, and to use an ordinary chip box, which is 
filled straight from the bulk top and handed to the customer, 


would lower the dignity of pharmacy—nothing less than a glass’ 


or earthenware pot with a boxwood cap and highly colored 
label will do. In spite of the fact that in nearly every case the 
cost of the container is far greater than the value of the con- 
tents, the public does not seem to object. This, however, is prob- 
ably due to the fact that economy is not one of the virtues pos- 
sessed by the Russian. 

Dispensing Clerks. 

These young gentlemen generally possess a fine theoretical 
knowledge of the business. In this direction they are probably 
far ahead of their American and British brothers of the mor- 
tar and pestle, but in practice they are perhaps not apt to shine; 
as business getters, well, they are out of it. A business training 
does not seem to be so essential in Russia as it is in America 


P *A pharmacist can dispense from prescriptions, but a druggist cannot 
Oo so. 


PHARMACEUTICAL RECORD. 





les are " 


a. 
; ) ata ay! fos! ta 














From stereograph copyright by Underwood & Underwood, New York. 
PETROWSKI IMPERIAL PALACE, MOSCOW, RUSSIA. 


or England; the Russian pharmacist has a penchant for con- 
sidering business a vulgar qualification; he prefers the people 
should think of him as a scientific man, and consequently he 
is apt to sit down and await prescriptions, rather than reach 
out for any business. Maybe he is making a big mistake, for 
more aggressive methods would improve matters. In any case, 
it would mean hard work to make a business man of him. 
Probably one drawback is that the pharmacist is not allowed 
to advertise himself or his goods, and is in consequence not able 
to avail himself of the various little dodges so common in 
America. 


Proprietary Medicines in Japan. 

Supplementing the information already given regarding the 
sale of proprietary medicines in Japan we now learn from the 
Encyclopedia of Laws, says the Chemist and Druggist, that the 
applicant must state the quantities of ingredients, the method 
and quantity to be taken, and the merit of the preparation. The 
Prefectural Office will examine the medicine, and if there is any 
ingredient, weak or powerful, that is likely to cause accident in 
the course of handling or which interferes with the control o1 
poisons and dangerous medicines, application shall not be grant- 
ed. Any alteration in the formula or doses on the wrapper de- 
scribing its merits must be noted and a new lictnse obtained. 
The same rule applies to cases where the quantities of ingredi- 
ents in a/foreign medicine for the importation and selling of 
which a license had been obtained, the method and quantity of 
taking it, or the paper setting forth its merits was altered in a 
foreign country. When a proprietary medicine is found to be 
injurious, or the dealer is making the quality inferior or import- 
ing and selling a foreign medicine of inferior quality, his license 
will be forfeited. There are many other regulations of a routine 
character. 


Trade Openings in Peru. 


Charles C. Eberhardt, United States Consul at Iquitos, Peru, 
in a recent report to the Department of Commerce and Labor, 
states that, ‘““Patent medicines and remedies for malaria, liver 
trouble, and tropical fevers of all kinds are imported in great 
quantities, and the United States is well represented in the list, 
but if the manufacturers of other such remedies have over- 
looked Iquitos they might do well to send samples to the local 
drug stores or, better perhaps, to any or all the doctors.” 


The Forsythe Drug Company, Forsythe, Mont., have installed 
a little gem of a soda fountain made in mission style oak ir 
their busy drug store. 
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THE DRUG AND CHEMICAL MARKET 


The prices quoted in this report are those current in the wholesale market, and higher prices are paid for 
The quality of goods frequently necessitates a wide range of prices. 


retail lots. 








Condition of Trade 


New York, October 10. 1908. 

Market conditions during the period since our last review 
have not been very encouraging to dealers, the volume of trade 
having diminished if anything and weakness being felt in some 
of the leading staples. The demand continues of an irregular 
character and buyers evince little disposition to operate in excess 
of current needs, so that the inquiry is confined chiefly to job- 
bing parcels. Interest was centered last week in the announce- 
ment from manufacturers of a decline in the price of bismuth 
preparations and a similar reduction in the preparations of iodine 
A fractional advance at the auction sale of bark in Amsterdam 
on the Ist inst., and higher values realized at the Java quinine 
auction at Batavia have imparted a firmer tone to the quinine 
market, but values on spot are unaffected, manufacturers contin- 
uing to quote at the decline noted two issues ago. Opium is still 
slow of sale, and quotations are largely nominal, though prices 
have yielded further in the interval. Russian ergot maintains 
its upward movement and values are again higher. Foreign 
markets are reported firmer for cubeb berries, but an easy feel- 
ing prevails locally. In essential oils there is little new to report, 
though bergamot has yielded in the face of competition among 
holders and clove is higher, owing to the increased cost of spice. 
The demand for codliver oil shows some improvement, and quo- 
tations are nominally steady at the previous range. Powdered 
sugar of milk reflects the influence of competition for trade, and 
values have again eased off to a lower range. Quicksilver has 
advanced in value, and the hard mercurials are correspondingly 
higher. New supplies of manna have eased the market, and a 
revision of quotations shows a lower level of values. Other 
fluctuations and market movements are indicated in succeeding 


paragraphs. 
HIGHER. LOWER. 
Ergot, Opium, 
Clove oil, Bismuth preparations, 
Mercurials, Todides, 


Nitrate of barium, 
Nitrate of strontia, 
Carbolic acid, 


Oxalic acid, ; 
Chrysophanic acid, 
Gentian root, 


Poke root, . Acetone, 
Senega root, Acetate of lime, 
Tansy oil, Epsom salt, 


Sugar of milk, 
Balsam Peru, 
Peppermint oil, 
Bergamot oil, 
Cajuput oil, 
Lemongrass oil, 
Pennyroyal oil, 
Vanilla beans, 
Damiana leaves, 
Cubeb berries, 
Serpentaria root, 
Grindelia robusta, 
Yerba Santa, 
Caraway seed, 
Manna, 

Poppy seed, 
Rape seed, 
Arsenic, 

Linseed oil. 


Balm of Gilead buds, 
Cumin seed, 

Mustard seed, 

Gum sandarac, 
Buckthorn bark, 
Gum tragacanth. 


Drugs. 

Acetone is lower, in sympathy with a reduction in the value 
of basic material caused by competition, sales being made at 
12 to 13¢. 

Alcohol is passing out actively into channels of consumption 
at unchanged prices, or, say, $2.61 to $2.62 per gallon for U. S. P., 
grain; 43 to 48c for denatured, and 47 to 51c for wood. 

Arnica flowers are not pressing for sale, and values are well 
sustained at the range of 12%4 to I4c. 


Balm of Gilead buds are in upward tendency, and recent sales 
were at an advance to 27 to 28c. 

Balsams.—Apart from an easier market for Peru and Oregon 
fir, owing to increased supplies and lack of demand, there is lit- 
tle of special note to be recorded in this department. Copaiba is 
in active jobbing demand at 45 to 47%4c for pure South Ameri- 
can and 60 to 7oc for Para. Canada fir is unchanged at $5.75 
to $6, as to quantity, and holders are not anxious sellers; Ore- 
gon is slow of sale and easier at $1 to $1.10. Peru has eased 
off from $1.50 to $1.60. Tolu is dull and neglected at 20 to 22c. 

Barks.—The distribution of druggists’ barks has not exceeded 
routine proportions during the interval. Cascara sagrada has 
attracted less attention, but holders abate none of their firm- 
ness, in view of conditions on the coast; sales at 9% to Ioc. 
Buckthorn shows increased activity, and after sales at 4%, hold- 
ers advanced quotations to 41% to 5c. Wild cherry is in improved 
demand, and the market is firmer, with quotations advanced to 
6% to gc. « Powdered elm is finding sale in a moderate jobbing 
way at 12 to 13c. Condurango is meeting with more attention, 
and holders are not anxious sellers at the current range of 8% 
to give. 

Buchu leaves, short, continue in advancing tendency, and sales 
of prime green were made at the close at 25c, with numerous 
sales of ordinary reported at 23c. The London market is reported 
higher, with little stock available. 

Cacao butter has continued in moderately active jobbing 
demand, though without change in price, bulk continuing to 
offer at 30%4 to 31c, and boxes at 37c and upward. 

Cassia buds continue in moderate jobbing demand at steady 
prices, or, say, 22 to 23c. 

Castor oil is meeting with fair jobbing inquiry at the recently 
reduced quotations, based on 1014 to 11%4c for No. 1 in bar- 
rels, as to quantity. 

Cantharides are in moderate jobbing demand, at nominally 
unchanged quotations, or, say, 27 to 29c for Chinese whole, and 
35 to 36c for powdered; Russian are held and selling at 62 to 
65c, and 70 to 75c, for whole and powdered, respectively. 

Chamomile flowers, Hungarian, do not offer with much free- 
dom, and the undertone of the market is firm at quotations 
ranging from 25c for old, up*to 35¢ for choice new; Roman 
are quiet and nominal at 16 to 18c. 

Codliver oil, Norwegian, is in slightly increased demand, but 
hoiders maintain steady views, with $18 now named as inside, and 
up to $25 asked, as to brand. 

Colocynth pulp, Trieste, is in advancing tendency, and recent 
sales were at the higher range of 28 to 30c, as to quality. 

Cubeb berries continue to offer freely, and the market is easy, 
with prices fractionally lower, small sales of XX being reported 
at 15 to 17c; natural at 14 to 15c, and powdered at 17 to 18c, as 
to quality and quantity. 

Cuttlefish bone is passing out fairly in a jobbing way, and 
the market appears steady at the range of 18 to 22c for Trieste, 
15 to 20c for French, and 37 to 55c for jewelers’,,as to quality 
and seller. 

Elder flowers are in better supply and easier, with new crop 
available at 18 to 20c. 

Ergot has further advanced, the Russian variety being espe- 
cially firm, in sympathy with conditions at primary sources; while 
small lots are obtainable at 28c, 30c is more generally named. 

Grindelia robusta is held less firmly, and sales at the close 
were made at 5 to 5%4c. 

Haarlem oil is steadier, most of the cheap lots that were 
offering having been taken up, and desirable brands are held at 
an advance to $2.25, though capped bottles are obtainable a shade 
under this figure. 
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Juniper berries are in moderate demand and steady at 236 to 
234c, as to quality and quantity. 

Lycopodium is reported in advancing tendency in producing 
markets and spot stocks are held with increased firmness at 38% 
to 40c. 

Manna, small flake, is slow of sale, and easier, at a decline 
to 50 to 55c; large is held and selling at 80 to 85c, and sorts 
are quoted at 40 to 45c. 

Menthol 1s in improved demand and the tone of the market is 
stronger, with nothing offering at under $2.15 and the general 
quotation on spot $2.25. 

Nux vomica is finding a routine outlet only at unchanged quo- 
tations, or, say, 2% to 3Y%c. 

Opium is without improvement in demand and the market 
remains dull with the undertone easy. Supplies continue to be 
offered freely by importers at $4.50 to $4.55, which is a decline 
from the price previously quoted for original packages. The 
quotation for broken lots is $4.5214, and jobbing sales are reported 
at this igure. Powdered is easier in sympathy with the gum and 
quotations have been further reduced to $5.50 to $5.65. 

Quinine has attracted no special attention during the interval, 
the demand being entirely of a routine character, with manufac- 
turers quoting on the previous quotation of 15c for bulk in lots 
of 100 ounces, the same figure being named by second hands for 
fresh German. Quotations for Java and Amsterdanf are main- 
tained at 13% to 14 and 14'4c, respectively. 

Saffron, American, has continued in moderate jobbing demand 
and the quotation of 20c appears well maintained. 

St. Ignatius beans are scarce and wanted, and for the limited 
available supply of whole $2 is quoted; powdered is held and sell 
ing at 50c for pure. 

Strychnine was reduced by the manufacturers on the 2oth inst., 
and the revised range is 60 to goc, according to quantity. 

Sugar of milk, powdered, is irregular and unsettled owing to 
competition among manufacturers, and down to toc is named for 
immediate deliveries. 

Tonka beans, Angostura, are firmer, owing to scarcity, and the 
quoted prices range from $1.60 to $2, as iv quantity and seller. 

Thymol reflects the influence of competition among holders 
and quotations show a reduction to $2.15 to $2.25. 

Vanilla beans are in better supply, and quotations are lower, 
with whole Mexican quoted at $2.75 to $4.50, and cut at $2.50 
to $2.75. South Americans and Bourbons are held and selling at 
$1.50 to $2.50 and $1.60 to $2.50, as to quality and seller. 

Wax, bayberry, is reported as selling in a quantity way at 
17 to 20c, the outside figure being for small jobbing parcels. 
Japan is firmer, with stocks under good control, and sales re- 
ported at 11'% to i2c. Brazil is quiet, and the tone of the mar 
ket is easy, at 29 to 30c for No. 1, 26 to 27¢ for No. 2, 21% 
to 22c for No. 3 and 21 to 22c for North Country. 


Chemicals. 


Acetate of lime and all by products have been reduced by the 
inanufacturers, who quote $1.50 to $1.55 for gray salt and 12c 
ior acetone. 

Bismuth preparations of the various descriptions have been 
marked down joc per pound under the same influences affect- 
ing iodine, and quotations are now established as follows: Citrate, 
$1.85 to $1.90; salicylate, $1.25 to $1.30: subcarbonate, $1.65 to 
$1.70; subgallate, $1.35 to $1.40; subnitrate, $1.40 to $1.45. 

Bleaching powder is in light supply, and holders are firmer in 
their views, at an advance te $1.35 to $1.60 for English, as to 
brand and quantity. 

Carbolic acid offers more freely, supplies in drums being avail- 
able at 10!%c, while sales of bottles are reported at 161%4c. The 
decline in values is attributed to competition. 

Chrysophanic acid is decidedly higher, holders having ad- 
vanced quotations to $3.25 and upward, on account of scarcity. 
In foreign markets an advance of 50 percent. is reported. 

Citric acid is in fairly active demand, considering the sea- 
son of the year, and prices are steadily maintained on the basis 
of 36 to 36%c for harrels and kegs, respectively. 
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Copperas remains quiet at nominally unchanged prices. The 
reported sales are at 65c for barrel lots and up to 80c for smaller 
quantities. 

Epsom salt continues scarce and firm, though prices have 
been moved back a peg or two. 

lodine preparations were reduced by the manufacturers on the 
7th inst. the revised figures being on the basis of $2.40 to 
$2.45 for resublimed iodine, $2.75 to $2.80 for iodoform and $1.70 
to $1.75 for potassium iodide. The market is irregular and 
unsettled, owing to continued keen competition among manufac- 
turers. Owing to the uncertainty regarding the future of the 
market, offerings are restricted to prompt delivery. 

Mercurials are higher, in sympathy with the appreciation in 
value of quicksilver, and manufacturers now quote at an advance 
of 3c in all varieties, making the revised figures for 25 lb. lots 
zoc for corrosive sublimate, 79c for calomel, 89c for red pre 
cipitate and g4c for white. 

Nitrate of barium is rather neglected at the moment, and 
holders are easier in their views, at 536 to 55éc for casks and 
57% to 63%c for kegs. 

Nitrate of silver prices were revised last week to correspond 
with the cost of the metal, and the new quotations are based on 
33M%c for 1,000 oz. lots. 

Nitrate of soda is irregular and unsettled and the demand is 
weak; spot quotations show a reduction to $2.25 to $2.30 for 
96 percent. and $2.15 to $2.20 for 95 percent. 

Nitrate of strontia is easier, owing to lack of demand, and 
the revised quotations for casks and kegs are 83% to 85¢c and 
85% to 934c, respectively. 

Quicksilver quotations were advanced on the 2d inst. to $2 
a flask, and jobbers immediately increased their limits to 63 to 
65c, according to size of order. The hard mercurials are corre- 
spondingly higher. 

Essential Oils. 

Anise is held steadily at $1.10 to $1.15, and small lots are pass- 
ing out to the trade at this range. 

3ergamot reflects an easier undertone, a recent revision ‘of 
prices showing a Jower range. Sales were reported during the 
interval at $3.15 to $3.40. Keen competition prevailed 

Cassia is scarce and wanted and the tone of the market is 
firm, with spot quotations advanced to $1.25 to $1.30 for 75 and 
80 percent., respectively. Other Chinese oils are maintained in 
a similarly firm position. 

Cloves is maintained in a firm position, in sympathy with the 
position of the buds, and quotations show an advance to 75 to 
7714c, and 77% to 8o0c for cans and bottles, respectively. 

Lemon is yet held and selling in a small way at 80 to goc, 
and there does not appear to be any shading of the inside figure. 

Limes, distilled, is higher owing to the advancing market for 
raw material, and local dealers now quote 70 to 75c. 

Orange, sweet, is inquired for, and sales are reported at $1.70 
to $1.85, with intimations that better might be done on a firm bid. 

Pennyroyal is slow of sale and rather nominal at $2 for 
American and $1.85 for French. 

Peppermint in bottles is offered from second hand at the low 
figure of $2.10; values are more or less depressed, and we hear 
of sales of tins at $1.40 to $1.60. 

Spearmint is dull and neglected, and holders are easier in 
their views, at $2.50 to $2.75 

Tansy is weak, and holders are more free to offer at a reduc- 
tion to $4.50 to $4.75. 

Gums. 

The market for druggists’ gums is entirely bare of features new. 
Owing to spot scarcity gamboge was advanced early in the inter- 
val to 75 to 77¥%c for pipe, but broken and mass are available at 
70 to 72Y%4c. Aloes, Curacao, have attracted some attention and 
a few large sales are reported at 634 to 7c. Chicle is quiet but 
steady at 42 to 45c for carload lots and 48 to 50c for jobbing 
parcels. Camphor is in improved inquiry and the market is 
firmer in the face of reports from China and Japan. While do- 
mestic refiners continue to quote 50c for barrels and 51c for 
cases, no foreign gum offers at this range. Arabic is in mod 
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LAXAPHEN 


A Laxative Chocolate Syrup 


Each fluidounce contains 8 grains of phenolphthalein and 3-5 grain salicylic acid, 
incorporated in a palatable chocolate base. 


This new laxative syrup is a notable addition to our list of pharma- 
ceuticals. It is exceedingly active, producing free, gentle evacuations like 
the milder salines. It is markedly palatable, being agreeable even to 
young children and fastidious adults. It does not gripe or produce other 
unpleasant by-effects. It is certain to prove an acceptable substitute for 
castor oil and the salines. 

Stock Laxaphen. We are bringing it prominently to the attention 
of physicians. You will have frequent prescriptions. 


Net Trade Prices. 
Pint bottles, per dozen, $6.50. 14-pint bottles, per dozen, $3.80. 


Bacterial Vaccines 


BE PREPARED TO SUPPLY THEM 


Opsonic therapy is attracting the attention of the medical world. This means an active mar- 
ket for our Bacterial Vaccines. Pharmacists should acquaint themselves with these new products 
and be ready to supply them when called for. 

Staphylococcus Vaccines: Albus, Aureus, Citreus and Combined (Albus, Aureus and Citreus)— 
Bulbs of | Cc.; per package of 4 bulbs, $2.50. 

Gonococcus Vaccine—Bulbs of | Cc.; per package of 4 bulbs, $2.50. 

Streptococcus Vaccine—Bulbs of | Cc.; per package of 4 bulbs, $2.50. , 


TUBERCULIN PRODUCTS 


Purified Tuberculin Discs—Tubes of 10; per tube, $2.00. 

Tuberculin, B. E.—Bulbs of | Cc.; per bulb, $1.50. 

Tuberculin, B. F.—Bulbs of | Cc.; per package of 6 buibs, $2.00. 
Tuberculin, T. R., Concentrated—Bulbs of | Cc.; per bulb, $1.50. 
Tuberculin, T. R., Dilute—Bulbs of | Cc.; per package of 6 bulbs, $2.00. 
Tuberculin, Old (Koch’s)—Bulbs of % Cc.; per bulb, $0.60. 


Discount to the Trade, 25%. 


PARKE, DAVIS & COMPANY 


LABORATORIES: DETROIT, MICH., U.S.A.; WALKERVILLE, ONT.; HOUNSLOW, ENG. 


BRANCHES: NEW YORK, CHICAGO, ST. LOUIS, BOSTON, BALTIMORE, NEW ORLEANS, KANSAS CITY, MINNEAPOLIS; 
LONDON, ENG.; MONTREAL, QUE.; SYDNEY, N.S.W.; ST. PETERSBURG, RUSSIA; BOMBAY, INDIA; 
TOKIO, JAPAN; BUENOS AIRES, ARGENTINA. 


Kindly mention AMERICAN DRUGGIST when writing to Advertisers. 
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erately active demand at the previous range of 8c for amber and 
14c for choice white sorts. Asafcetida is maintained in steady 
position and a good jobbing business is reported at 20 to 28c, as 
to quality and quantity. Sandarac is held more firmly on ac- 
count of scarcity, holders having advanced their limits to 17 
to 18c. 

Roots. 


Althea is maintained in firm position and numerous sales of 
cut are reported at 17 to 18c. 

Berberis aquifolium is in increased demand and values are 
firmer and higher at Io to IIc. 

Ginger, Jamaica, continued in moderately active demand and 
sales of good quality are reported at 14 to 16c for unbleached. 

Golden seal is selling fairly and values appear to be well sus- 
tained at the range of $1.75 to $2, the inside figure being for 
spring dug. 

Ipecac is passing out fairly in a jobbing way and quotations are 
well maintained at $1.05 to $1.10 for Carthagena and $1.20 to 
$1.25 for Rio, as to quantity and seller. 

Jalap is held with increased confidence owing to scarcity, and 
holders have advanced their range of values to 22 to 24c, but 
only small sales are reported. 

Lovage, American, offers more freely and some transactions 
are reported at 8oc. 

Mandrake continues held at 7 to gc, but only jobbing sales are 
reported. 

Pink root is held less firmly, but quotations are nominally un- 
changed, there being sales at 38 to 45c. 

Sarsaparilla, Mexican, has eased off a trifle in the interval, 
sales being reported at the lower range of 8% to 8'%c. 

Senega is held with increased firmness and recent sales of 
Western were at 37 to 38c. 

Snake root, Canada, is meeting with a moderate amount of 
inquiry and sales are reported at 20c for ordinary and 35¢ for 
stripped. 


Seeds. 


Important features are lacking in the market for druggists’ 
seeds. Canary is fractionally lower, with sales at 214 to 23<c. 
California mustard prices have receded to 5% to 534c. Poppy and 
rape are also lower, the revised figures being 514 to 6c for the 
former and 4% to 4c for the latter. Dutch caraway is tending 
upward, with numerous sales reported at 834c, and quotations 
were advanced at the close to 9c. Coriander, natural, offers a 
shade more freely, and better than 4c might be done on a firm 
bid. 


Mercantile Fountain Pen Repair Outfit. 


Owing to the inconvenience to which fountain pen dealers 
have been subjected for years past, when pens, through misuse 
or accident, have been returned to them for slight repairs, the 
Aikin-Lambert Company have prepared a consistent repair outfit 
which has already proved it to be a most satisfactory and popular 
trade article. 

The outfit contains a well advised assortment of caps of vari- 
ous styles; Mercantile Capillary Feeds, in various sizes; Aikin- 
Lambert Gold Pens, in standard sizes and grades, as well as all 
the necessary tools to execute repair work. This outfit. in the 
hands of the pen clerk in any store, will prove its immediate 
value, as the complete instructions supplied will permit of a most 
comprehensive knowledge of how to .conduct the repairs which 
may be presented. The entire service of quickly repairing broken 
or damaged parts of Mercantile Fountain Pens, as well as most 
all other makes, will insure service that is both profitable to you 
and satisfactory to your customers. 

It would, indeed, be advisable for dealers to write to the 
Aikin-Lambert Company, New York, for full information regard- 
ing this complete and compact outfit, containing the necessary 
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adjuncts for successful fountain: pen work of a standard such as 
the Aikin-Lambert Company have been connected with for many 
years past. 


---———- 


Profit in Fish Globes, Etc. 


Jacob C.-Cassel, of 915 Arch street, Philadelphia, advertises 
his fish globes and other aquarium supplies to the readers of 
the AMERICAN Druccist. This line is now pretty thoroughly 
introduced to the retail drug trade of the country and has been 
found popular, attractive and profitable as a side line. To install 
the line means a very modest investment to begin. Full par- 
ticulars may be had by addressing the house and mentioning 
this paper. 


Something Entirely New. 


We illustrate herewith one of the E. C. Kropp Company’s 
original campaign cards. They have two designs. These are 
entirely different from anything else heretofore placed on ‘the 
market, and are su- 
perior to other cam- 
paign cards, both in 
design and exe- 
cution. 

‘The card _ illus- 
trated herewith is a 
puzzle card, which 
at the first glance 
does not seem to 
portray a good pic- 
ture of either candi- 
date, but, after cutting the card as directed and placing the 
pieces together, a very good picture: of either candidate is ob- 
tained. This design is, beyond doubt, the best we have seen. 

The other card shows the candidates engaged in a prize fight. 
We are advised that both designs are meeting with rapid sale, 
and, of course, this is to be expected, especially now, when pub- 
lic interest is becoming centred on the principal candidates. 

We predict that the sale of this class of cards will be great- 
est from now until election. 
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The Palmer «+ Success’’ Exhibit at the N. A. R. D. 
Meeting. 


Through an oversight, mention was omitted in our account 
of the exhibits at the N. A. R. D. meeting in Atlantic City last 
month of the display made by the Morgan Drug Company, of 
Brooklyn, N. Y. The article featured in the exhibit was Palmer’s 
Skin Success Soap. Every step in the production of the soap, 
from the kettle to air-drying, the various millings, plodding, cut- 
ting. pressing and final wrapping were practically demonstrated, 
photographs being used to more fully illustrate the rigid sani- 
tary conditions under which the soap is made. The booth itself 
was most attractively decorated, with side walls in paneled green 
burlap, surmounted by a deep frieze in gold and black, over 
which a magnificent canopy of interwoven green and red rib- 
bons was employed. The electric illumination effectively brought 
out the salient feature of the exhibit, a huge cake of soap as 
drawn from the kettle, bearing the legend “The most neutral 
soap base known.” A most attractive display of their window 
dressing material and other special advertising matter, with a 
generous distribution of handsomely packed miniature cakes of 
Palmer’s “skin-success” soap completed the display. A large 
number of old acquaintances greeted Frank E. Kirby, vice- 
president and sales manager, who, as usual, was in charge of 
the exhibit, ably assisted by Martin F. Schultes, of the New 
York City sales department. The president, Charles O. Johonnot, 
with Charles H. Brigham, were on hand to demonstrate the 
actual improvements in their product. 














